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WELCOME GUESTS
We invite you to sign our guest book and/or complete a visitor card to help us remember you.
Here at Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church, we celebrate Holy Communion whenever we
gather, and we would like to invite you to join us, as all are welcome to the Lord’s table here.
Thank you for joining us.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Empowered by the power of the Holy Spirit and rooted in the Good News of Jesus Christ,
we are a loving community that follows Jesus & seeks to hear the Word of God
and practice it in our daily lives.

Recorded Services:
All Sunday services at Shepherd of the Lakes are recorded and put on You Tube.
O VouTube

Go to the Church website at www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org and look for the
Click on this symbol to take you to the Church’s YouTube site.

symbol.

For those of you worshipping with us at home — You can mail your donations to:
Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church 2903 State HWY 155, PO Box 130  Sayner, WI 54560
Or on the church website — www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org
You can donate through our PayPal account.
“Thank you for your continued support of our ministry together.”
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKpo38P-dsFfi84_re5DSRQ
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Readings for February 22,2026 1% Sunday of Lent

First Reading Genesis 2: 15-17; 3: 1-7
Psalm 32

Second Reading Romans 5: 12-19

Holy Gospel Matthew 4: 1-11

Finding God in the Clouds

We often speak of mountaintop experiences as those joyous times we look forward to
with excitement and look back upon fondly, such as summer camp or an annual hiking
trip. The mountaintop moments in today’s readings were different: awe-inspiring, yes,
but also full of devouring fires, clouds, and fear. Vision is obscured, the familiar
becomes unknown, and nothing is the same. People get lost in fires, clouds, and fear,
unable to find their way, but God’s presence is where we get both lost and found. Many
biblical encounters with God involved fear, pointing to the awesome reality of God that
is much more than the gentle shepherd we often imagine (though God is that, too). God
is, as C. S. Lewis famously said, “not a tame lion” (The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe, London: HarperCollins Children’s Books, 2001, p. 197). The truth is, we
can no more plan our mountaintop times with God than we can stay there forever, as
much as we think we would like to. God’s place is to invite, ours to respond, faces
bowed to the ground.

Eventually, of course, the time comes to leave that mountain, walking with Jesus down
to the valley and getting dusty with the ashes of daily life. Many churches symbolically
“roll up the Alleluias” today, recognizing that this is the end of a glorious season
celebrating Christ’s light and the entrance to a no-less-real season of Jesus’ and our own
lives, the “valley” season of Lent. But that doesn’t mean there is nothing to do down in
the valley. On the contrary, the traditional disciplines of Lent—fasting, prayer, and gifts
to the poor—all help us maintain the eyes, ears, and heart to see and hear God whenever
and however God appears.

CONTACT INFO:

Treasurer — Jean Maines  (715) 542-4213 or (715) 891-3344
Email: treasurer@sotlsayner.com or jamaines2012@gmail.com

Secretary — Sharon Brooker  (715) 892-7049
Email: secretary(@sotlsayner.com or plclerk(@gmail.com

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP SERVICES AT 9:00 A.M.
Holy Communion is offered at every service. All are welcome. The Sunday service will be
live-streamed and recorded and available for viewing on YouTube later on Sundays.
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TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY

Tuesday Bible Study is held on the 2" and 4™ Tuesdays of the month at 10 am. The study is
based on “The Chosen”.

CHURCH SCHOOL

Church School will be offered every Wednesday (as long as school is in session) after school.
The bus will drop the children off at approximately 3:45. Lessons/project time will last until 5
pm. We welcome you to get your children - or grandchildren - involved! Please join us
throughout the Lenten season when we will be offering Soup Supper beginning at 5 pm and
then the evening Lenten service will follow at 6 pm.

ALTAR FLOWERS - INFORMATION ON HOW TO SIGN UP

Contact Person - Jo Ann Kehl Cell 715-892-0413
The Sign-Up Sheets are located in the Narthex on the shelf under the Lutheran Rose.

STEP ONE:

Sign up for the date you wish to provide the set of two altar bouquets

STEP TWO:

You can provide flowers in two ways:

1. You may purchase your own flowers and bring them to church.

2. You may contact Jo Ann Kehl and she will order them for you. Just let her know what
flowers you would like and how much you would like to spend. You can then write a check to
Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church for that amount and designate it as Altar Flower
Donation. ANY QUESTIONS? Contact Jo Ann

LENTEN SERVICES

Wednesday evening services will begin with Ash Wednesday, February 18%. Please join us for
Soup Supper at 5:00 pm and then the Lenten Services to follow at 6 pm. This will continue
throughout the Lenten season. There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex for the soups. Then,
during Holy Week, we will have these services:

Holy Week Services
Thursday, April 2
Maundy Thursday Service 6 pm

Friday, April 3
Good Friday Service 6 pm

Saturday, April 4
Easter Vigil 7:00 pm

Sunday, April 5
Easter Breakfast 7:30 am, Easter Worship Service 9 am, Fellowship to follow



QUILTING GROUP
The quilting group meets on the third Wednesday of each month, at 9:00 a.m. You don’t have
to be a quilter to join — they welcome those who can tie knots also!

ANNUAL MEETING
Please join us for the Annual Meeting today following the service (approximately 10:30).
There will be a short council meeting held immediately after that to elect council officers.

Attendance on February 8, 2026: 34

PRAYER REQUESTS

Pray for those dealing with current issues:
Jim C., Dick, Alyce, Theresa

(Please let us know if/when names should be removed from this “current issues” list or moved to “ongoing list”)

Pray for those with ongoing health issues:
Larry, Mary Lou, Graham, Ericka, Mike, Shelle, Sharon G., Bob B., Ron, Carolyn, Beth,
Shirley, John, Kim,

Pray for those serving in the Armed Forces:
Adam & Brittany, Brooks, Will, Sgt. Keara, Alex, Jared, and Dylan

Pray for those in nursing homes or homebound:
Elisabeth

Pray for peace and consoling comfort for the families of those who have passed:

Special Prayers
Please keep our church council, the Call Committee and every member of this congregation in
your prayers as we search for a new Shepherd.

Please or email Jean Maines at treasurer@SOTLsayner.com or text her at 715-891-3344
or contact Sharon Brooker at plclerk(@gmail.com or text her at 715-892-7049
if you would like to be included on the prayer chain list or if you are in need of prayers.
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Invocation
(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism)

We begin our worship this day in the name of the Father, and of the T Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)

Mighty and loving God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We seek our own way. We divide the body of Christ. In your
mercy, cleanse us and heal us. Let the words of our mouths,

the thoughts of our hearts, and everything that we do be filled with
the Holy Spirit in faith, hope, and love.

Amen

Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things [ now
declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of = Christ our
Savior.

Amen.



Gathering Hymn “Thy Strong Word” ELW 511
(Please Stand as you are Comfortable)

Thy Strong Word
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Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia with - out end!
5 Give us lips to sing thy glory, 6 God the Father, light-creator,
tongues thy mercy to proclaim, to thee laud and honor be.
throats that shout the hope that fills us, To thee, Light of Light begotten,
mouths to speak thy holy name. praise be sung eternally.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
May the light which thou dost send glory, glory be to thee.
fill our songs with alleluias, Mortals, angels, now and ever
alleluias without end! praise the holy Trinity!

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907—-1976
Music: EBENEZER, Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Opening Dialogue
God spoke through the prophet, “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.”
God calls us by name, we belong to God.

“When you pass through the waters...”
God will be with us.

“When you pass through the rivers...”
God will be with us.

“When you walk through the fire...”
God will be with us.

God is our Savior, we are precious in God’s sight.
Come let us worship our Savior, who leads us into life.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty God,
On the mountain you showed your glory in the transfiguration of your Son.
Give us the vision to see beyond the turmoil of our world and to behold the
king in all his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

(Please be seated)



First Lesson Exodus 24: 12-18

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 2
"Why are the nations in an uproar?
Why do the peoples mutter empty threats?
2Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes plot together,
against the Lord and against the Lord’s anointed?
3 “Let us break their yoke,” they say;
“let us cast off their bonds from us.”
4 God whose throne is in heaven is laughing;
the Lord holds them in derision.
>Then in wrath God speaks to them,
and 1n rage fills them with terror.
6«As for me, I have anointed my King
upon Zion, my holy mountain.”
" Let me announce the decree of the Lord,
who said to me, “You are my son; this day have I begotten you.
8 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance
and the ends of the earth for your possession.
?You shall crush them with an iron rod
and shatter them like a piece of pottery.”
10 And now, you kings, be wise;
be warned, you rulers of the earth.
' Submit to the Lord with fear,
and with trembling bow in worship;
!2]est the Lord be angry, and you perish in a sudden blaze of wrath.
Happy are all who take refuge in God!

Second Lesson 2 Peter 1: 16-21

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Alleluia (Please Stand as You are Comfortable)
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Gospel Reading

The Holy Gospel According to......
Glory to You, O Lord.

Matthew 17: 1-9

The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon (Please be Seated)



Hymn of the Day

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” ELW 834

Please stand as you are comfortable

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
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Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824—-1908, alt.
Music: ST. DENIO, Welsh traditional; arr. John Roberts, 1807—-1876
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Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father.

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(Please greet your neighbor as you and your neighbor are comfortable, then be seated)

11—



Offering (Our offering is received and the Lord’s Table is prepared)

Offertory Prayer
Blessed are you,

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have

blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service

and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have

made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Holy Communion

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your Hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and Praise.

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.

Amen.

—12—



Invitation

All are welcome to receive the Lord's Body and Blood who are baptized and believe that
Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is truly present in, with, and under the forms of bread and
wine for the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. Small children and others that wish not
to commune may come forward for a blessing.

ALL ARE WELCOME TO THE LORD’S TABLE.

Please come forward as the ushers direct, receive the bread in your hand and then receive
the wine by dipping the host into the wine (chalice). Grape juice is also offered as an
alternative to the wine in the clear chalice. We also have gluten free wafers for those in need,
simply ask for them when you come forward.

Communion Distribution

Please be seated and come forward as the ushers direct.
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Communion Songs

“Christ Be Our Light” ELW 715

Christ, Be Our Light
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Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957
Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213,

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” ELW 712
Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
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Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984

Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hvrins, 1985
Text © 1961 Oxford University Press.

Arr, © 1985 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Communion Blessing (Please Stand As You Comfortable)

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.

Amen.

Communion Prayer

Gracious God,
In this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table
with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be
your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.

Amen

Closing Hymn “I Love to Tell the Story” ELW 661
Please stand as you are comfortable
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I Love to Tell the Story
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the mes - sage of sal - wva - tion trorn God’s own ho - 1y word.

rn sing the old, old sto - ry that I have loved so long.
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I love Lo tell the - TY: “twill be my theme in glo-ry
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Lo tell the old, old SLO - Ty ol Je - sus and his love.
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Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834—1911
Music: ITANKEY, William L. I'ischer, 1849-1936
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DISMISSAL

Go 1n Peace, to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Please join us for coffee and fellowship after the service.

Second Sunday of each month join us for brunch after the service.

Calendar for Week of February 16 to February 22, 2026

Wednesday | February 18, 2026 Church School 3:45 p.m.
Wednesday | February 18, 2026 Soup Supper 5:00 p.m.
Ash Wednesday Service 6:00 p.m.
Thursday February 19, 2026 Text Study 9:00 a.m.
Sunday February 22, 2026 Worship Service 9:00 a.m.

Next Council Meeting:

Annual Meeting, February 15, 2026 at 10:30 a.m.
Short Council meeting to follow

Upcoming Events:

e Lenten Services begin on Ash Wednesday, February 18th at 6 p.m.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR SOUP SUPPER AT 5 P.M.

Check our calendar of events on the church website for
times and dates of events and worship services.

Website: www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org

FaceBook: Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church — Sayner, WI

Lutheran Churches

(ALC)

augsburglutheranchurches .org

Instagram: sotlsayner

North American
Lutheran Church
(NALC)
thenalc.org
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