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Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church 
A member congregation of the 

North American Lutheran Church (NALC) 
& the Augsburg Lutheran Churches (ALC) 
     Website:  www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org             

 

                Ministers: The people of the Parish    
Council:  

President: Mike Pockat 715-892-4488 

Vice President: Jack Carlson 612-889-1250 

Tracey Ahlborn 612-716-6008 

Eric Eade 608-386-3242 

Jackie Jungemann 630-450-2247 

Jeanne Kroll 715-542-2797 

Sharon Rice 715-479-9336 

Bill Sima 715-542-4375 
 

           Church Service Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & Wednesday at 6 p.m. 

 

WELCOME GUESTS 

We invite you to sign our guest book and/or complete a visitor card to help us remember you.  

Please let us know if we can serve you in any way. Everyone is welcome to Holy Communion at 

Shepherd of the Lakes. Come forward as ushers direct, receive the wafer in your hand and dip 

it in the wine, which is offered in the chalice. The small chamber of the chalice is grape juice, 

an alternative to the wine. Gluten-free wafers are also available at your request from 

communion servers when you partake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Recorded Services:   

All Sunday services at Shepherd of the Lakes are recorded and put on You Tube.   

Go to the Church website at www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org 

           and look for the    symbol.  

               Click on this symbol to take you to the Church’s YouTube site. 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Empowered by the power of the Holy Spirit and rooted in the Good News of Jesus Christ,  

we are a loving community that follows Jesus & seeks to hear the Word of God  

and practice it in our daily lives. 

           For those of you worshipping with us at home – You can mail your donations to: 

      Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church    2903 State HWY 155    

PO Box 130   Sayner, WI 54560 

   Or on the church website – www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org 

   You can donate through our PayPal account.      

   “Thank you for your continued support of our ministry together.” 

 

http://www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org/
http://www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKpo38P-dsFfi84_re5DSRQ
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Readings for May 5, 2024 : 

 

First Reading  Acts 10: 44-48           

Psalm   98                          

Second Reading  1 John 5: 1-6               

Holy Gospel  John 15: 9-17 

 

 

Invited into Friendship 
 

Ask any child who has moved to a new place and they will probably confirm that their biggest 

worry was if they’d make new friends. Parents worry for their teenager and young adult in each 

stage of growth, wondering if new friends will be kind and generous, if their daughter or son 

will find mutually beneficial relationships. Adults are not immune from their own relationship 

trials. Busy lives, competing priorities, transitions and death can mean the end of sustaining 

relationships. Bullying, fear-tactics and misuse of others are common problems, so friendship is 

precious. We treasure new friendships and work to keep tending those that last for many 

years—because we need them. 

Today’s readings inspire and compel us to love one another and see one another as God does. 

As the Holy Spirit falls on those outside the inner circle of the circumcised, Peter asks how the 

water of baptism can be withheld. In 1 John we hear that those who love the parent love the 

child. Jesus says followers are no longer servants but friends. So whether they are a stranger 

with different customs and practices, our family member, or closest friend, we are called today 

with the challenge and opportunity to love them. The promise is that this unconditional love that 

comes first from our Creator and Parent, expressed through the person of Jesus and through the 

Spirit, is splashed all over us, and will make our joy complete. 

For those who have experienced great relationships in their lives and for those who have never 

yet quite tasted that sustaining fruit, Jesus shows how much he loves us and the ways to 

cultivate deeper relationships. Jesus laid down his life to show his great love. We’re invited to 

love expansively and experience the joy of friendship with Jesus and through the body of 

Christ. 

 

 

 

 

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: 

Today, April 28th at 10:30 am 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 

Church School every Wednesday begins at 3:45 pm for ages 4 – Grade 6 (unless Northland 

Pines School District is out). For more information, please call (715) 542-4049. 
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CHURCH SERVICES: 

Sunday morning services at 9:00 a.m. Holy Communion is offered at every service.  All are 

welcome. The Sunday service will be live-streamed and recorded and available for viewing on 

YouTube later on Sundays. 

Wednesday evening 6 p.m. services, with Communion offered at all mid-week services.  

 

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

Tuesday Bible Study will be every other Tuesday at 3 p.m. at Shepherd of the Lakes. We will 

have two studies each month, on the second and fourth Tuesdays at 3 pm, unless they occur 

during a holiday. This Bible Study will be based on “The Chosen” video series. 
 

ROCK MINISTRIES 

From Jack Carlson: 

As Treasurer of Northwoods Share in Eagle River, I work at community dinners at The Rock 

ministry in Eagle River every 1st and 3rd Tuesday evening at 4:30.  SOTL members are 

welcome to volunteer and attend as we support this mission as part of our benevolence funding 

at SOTL. 
 

BOOKSHELF REMINDER 

Remember to check out the bookshelf in the south entryway. All books are there to be shared 

and you are also welcome to leave books if you wish.  

 

ALTAR FLOWERS - INFORMATION ON HOW TO SIGN UP 

                 Contact Person - Jo Ann Kehl Cell 715-892-0413 

The Sign-Up Sheets are located in the Narthex on the shelf under the Lutheran Rose. 

     STEP ONE: 

            Sign up for the date you wish to provide the set of two altar bouquets 

     STEP TWO: 

            You can provide flowers in two ways: 

     1. You may purchase your own flowers and bring them to church. 

     2. You may contact Jo Ann Kehl and she will order them for you. Just let her know what 

flowers you would like and how much you would like to spend. You can then write a check to 

Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church for that amount and designate it as Altar Flower 

Donation. 

 

ANY QUESTIONS?   Contact Jo Ann 
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      PRAYER REQUESTS   

      

 

 
Pray for those dealing with current issues:   

Deb, Brian, Jim & Wendy, Tom & Nancy, Ruth, Ron, Mike P., Sharon & Bruce, Bob  
 

(Please let us know if/when names should be removed from this “current issues” list or moved to “ongoing list”) 
 

Pray for those with ongoing health issues:   

Larry, Mary Lou, Brian, Melody, Bob B., Graham, Ericka, and Shelle. 

 

Pray for those serving in the Armed Forces:   

Brian, Adam & Brittany, Brooks, Will, Sgt. Keara, Alex, Jared, Noah, and Dylan. 

 

Pray for those in nursing homes or homebound:  

Elisabeth 

 

Pray for peace and consoling comfort for the families of those who have passed: 

Robert Shucha, Bob Bernhardt 
 

 

 

 

Please email Bill Wendorf at pastor@SOTLsayner.com or text to 715-617-6477 or email  

Jean Maines at treasurer@SOTLsayner.com  if you would like to be included on the prayer chain list.  

Prayer requests are sent out via email. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:treasurer@SOTLsayner.com
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=christian+borders+clip+art&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1344&bih=668&tbm=isch&tbnid=APp19DEbayYuMM:&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-10768.html&docid=SYZExp5Mf83twM&imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/7/4/b/4/11954314431592312144religious_hands_hans-jue_01.svg.hi.png&w=390&h=593&ei=hBHKT8e1M8OM6QGA5-21Aw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=549&vpy=276&dur=1966&hovh=277&hovw=182&tx=105&ty=135&sig=108872131128952066485&page=1&tbnh=156&tbnw=103&start=0&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:15,s:0,i:103
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             Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church  

           A Member Congregation of The North American Lutheran Church (NALC) 

                                                                         and 

                                       The Augsburg Lutheran Churches (ALC) 

                       Fifth Sunday of Easter, April 28th, 2024 
 

Greeting 
 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

  Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

     

     The Lord be with you! 

                And also with you! 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 We begin in the name of the Father, and of the Son, ✞ and of the Holy Spirit.    

Amen. 
 

   Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Lord Jesus, our risen Savior, 

We confess to you our sinfulness. We believe mortal words above your holy Word. We 

prefer easy lies to hard truth. We are quick to judge, condemn, and exclude, but slow to 

forgive. We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. In your 

mercy, forgive us. In your goodness, resurrect us.  

Amen. 
 

Our Savior Christ comes with healing, forgiveness, and life in his wounded hands. He breathes 

his Holy Spirit upon us, kindling renewed faith, hope, and love. Receive all he gives with 

humble joy, and share them with warm generosity, in the Name of the Father, and the Son, ✞ 

and the Holy Spirit.   

Amen. 



7 

 

                   Gathering Hymn             “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!” ELW 377 

                                                       (Please Stand As You Are Comfortable) 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

   And also with you. 

Kyrie 
 

1) Leader:  In peace, in peace . . .  

 

2) Leader:  For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all . . .  

 

3) Leader:  For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live 

your word, . . . 

 

4) Leader:   Help, save, and defend us, O God. . . . 

 

 

 

 
 

             
 

 

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn of Praise  (see next page) 
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Prayer of the Day  
      

     O God, form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you 

command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our 

hearts may be fixed where true joy is found; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
                                                  

                                                          (Please be seated following the prayer) 

Scripture Readings      Acts 8:26-40 

26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 

down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there 

was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of 

her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in 

his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this 

chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, 

“Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides 

me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that 

he was reading was this:  

 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

   so he does not open his mouth. 

 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? 

   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 

himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, 

he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they 

came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from 

being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, 

went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the 

Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 

rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he 

proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

                Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 22:25-31 

 

 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 

 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live  

        forever! 

 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 

  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 

 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 

  who rules over the nations.  

 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 

  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel    

        before the LORD. 

 30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 

  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 

 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

  saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”  

 

Second Reading     1 John 4:7-21 

 

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 

and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was 

revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 

through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love 

one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 

perfected in us. 

 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 
15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we 

have known and believe the love that God has for us.  
   
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.  
17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 

because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 

fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 
19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or 

sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love 

God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love 

God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

 

    The Word of the Lord. 

             Thanks be to God. 



12 

 

(Please stand as you are comfortable for the Gospel Acclimation) 
 

Gospel Acclamation  

 

 
 

The Holy Gospel 

         

        The Holy Gospel According to…. 

                         

                            Glory to you, O Lord. 

  John 15:1-8 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in 

me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You 

have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in 

you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you 

unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 

them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in 

me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 

and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it 

will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 

disciples.” 

      

The Gospel of the Lord. 

                          

                               Praise to you, O Christ.    
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(Please be seated) 
 

Sermon 

 

Hymn of the Day          “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” ELW 836 

 

                                                         (Please stand as you are comfortable) 
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Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  

  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 
  

Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 And also with you.                                                                                             

 

                                         (Please share the peace as you are comfortable) 

 

 

Offering                 (We will receive our offering today in the traditional manner) 
 

                           For those of you worshipping with us at home -You can mail your donations to: 

Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church 

2903 State Hwy 155    Sayner, WI  54560 

Or on the church website www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org You can donate through our PayPal account. 

“Thank you for your continued support of our ministry together.” 

 

http://www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org/
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As our offering is received, please join in singing: 
                      “I Want To Walk As A Child Of The Light” ELW 815 
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Presentation of Gifts    (As the offering is presented, please join in the offertory hymn.) 

 

(Please stand as you are comfortable.) 

 

 

Offertory Hymn 

 

 

Offertory Prayer    

Blessed are you, 

 

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 

these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care 

and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

                 

      

      

 

It is indeed right and salutary,…. 

 
 

….praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty of 

your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that all those who believe in 

him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world to 

fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

  

 On the night in which he was betrayed . . .  

 

Remembering his command to love one another, his life and his glorious resurrection, we pray: 

 

Presider sings first time, Congregation sings second time: 

 
 

 
 

Stir up within us, your Holy Spirit that all of your promises may come to us and your whole 

creation.  Empower us by that same Spirit, to love and forgive that our lives may anticipate that 

day when you will make all things new.  We pray: 

 

    Presider sings first time, Congregation sings second time: 

 

 

 

This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and friend.    

  Amen 
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Lord Jesus, remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray…   

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

Invitation 
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Distribution           (As the ushers direct people to communion, please be seated.) 

 

 

 

Everyone is welcome to the Lord’s Table at Shepherd of the Lakes. Please come forward as 

the ushers direct, receive the bread in your hand and then receive the wine by dipping the 

host into the wine (chalice). Grape juice is also offered as an alternative to the wine in the 

small chamber of the Chalise. We also have gluten free wafers for those in need, simply ask 

for them when you come forward. Small children and others that wish not to commune may 

come forward for a blessing.   ALL ARE WELCOME TO THE LORD’S TABLE. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION: 

 
“Lamb of God” 
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                                                         “O Savior, Precious Savior” ELW 820 
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“Thine The Amen” ELW 826 
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TABLE BLESSING   (Please stand as you are able for the remainder of the service.) 

 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his grace.    

 

     Amen   

  

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

We give you thanks,  

generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new heaven and earth 

where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as witnesses to the 

resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.           

Amen. 
 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

The God of all, who raised Jesus from the dead, 

bless you by the power of the ✞ Holy Spirit 

to live in the new creation.             

 Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                 “Let All Things Now Living” ELW 881 
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Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

                Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

               Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Please join us for coffee and fellowship after the service. 

Second Sunday of each month join us for brunch after the service. 
 

 

 

 

Calendar for Week of April 29 to May 5, 2024 

 

Wednesday May 1, 2024 Church School 3:45 p.m. 

Wednesday May 1, 2024 Worship Service 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday May 5, 2024 Worship Service 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

Next Council Meeting: 

Today, Sunday, April 28th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 
 

Check our calendar of events on the church website for 

times and dates of events and worship services. 
 

 

 

Website:  www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org 

FaceBook:  Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church – Sayner, WI 

Instagram: sotlsayner 

 

                    
 
             Augsburg                    North American 

  Lutheran Churches                             Lutheran Church 

             (ALC)                          (NALC)  

      Augsburglutheranchurches.org                                 thenalc.org 


