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Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church 
 

2903 State Hwy 155   Sayner, Wisconsin  54560 

715-542-3701       
 

 “Service of Healing” 

 
April 5th, 2023 

 

 

Welcome 
 

Invocation                        (Please Remain Seated)  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 

sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Gracious God, 

               our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo. 

Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has 

become for us a consuming fire of judgment. Set us free from a past that we cannot change; 

open us to a future in which we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more 

in your likeness and image; 

through Jesus Christ, the light of the world.  Amen.     (Book of Common Worship) 

 

Words of Forgiveness 

             Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of 

Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers 

them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.    

    

  Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn                  “Gather Us In”  ELW 532 vrs. 1-3.    

  
(Please remain seated.) 
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Greeting  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

 

         And also with you. 

 

Opening Litany 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 

and his mercy endures forever. 

 

They cried to the Lord in their trouble, 

and he delivered them from their distress. 

 

He sent forth his Word and healed them, 

and saved them from the grave. 

 

The Lord is righteous in all his ways, 

and loving in all his works. 

 

The Lord upholds all who fall; 

he lifts up those who are bowed down. 

 

The Lord sustains them on their sickbed, 

and ministers to them in their illness. 

 

The Lord is my strength and my song, 

and he has become my salvation. 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 

and his mercy endures forever. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray: Almighty God,  

 source of every blessing, your generous goodness comes to us anew every day.  

 By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness,  

 give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience;  

 through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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                                                       We Hear the Word    

 
 

First Reading               Isaiah 61:1-3 

 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to 

bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 

captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the day of 

vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion--to 

give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of 

praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the 

LORD, to display his glory. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 23              (Read responsively, please join in portions printed in bold.) 

             

 

 1The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

     2He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

      he leads me beside still waters; 

 

 3he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths 

 for his name's sake. 

     4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

      I fear no evil; for you are with me; 

      your rod and your staff they comfort me. 

  
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

 you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

     6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

      and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long. 
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Second Reading    James 5:13-16      

 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of 

praise.  Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them 

pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord.  The prayer of faith will save 

the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven.  

Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be 

healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.                   

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

 Thanks be to God. 

 
                                   (Please stand as you are comfortable) 

 

The Holy Gospel according to: 

 

                  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

John 5:1b-9 
 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in 

Hebrew Bethzatha, which has five porticoes.  In these lay many invalids--blind, lame, and 

paralyzed.  One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years.  When Jesus saw him 

lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, "Do you want to be 

made well?"  The sick man answered him, "Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the 

water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me."  

Jesus said to him, "Stand up, take your mat and walk."  At once the man was made well, and he 

took up his mat and began to walk.  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 
(Please be seated) 

 
 

 

Sermon 
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Hymn                          “There Is A Balm In Gilead”        ELW 614  
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Prayers of Intercession 

 

       Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come near and sent the disciples 

to continue this work of healing—with prayer, the laying on of hands, and anointing. In the 

name of Christ, the great healer and reconciler of the world, we now entrust to God all who are 

in need of healing. 

 

Therefore, let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and especially for all those 

here and around the world who are suffering or are in any affliction. 
 

                                         A brief silence. 
 

 Merciful God, you sent your Son to be our peace. Help all those who suffer any pain or 

grief, hopelessness or anxiety. 

 In your great mercy, 

 hear us, O God. 

 

Mighty God, mercifully grant strength to the weak and comfort to those who suffer, that their 

sickness and pain may be turned into health. 

 In your great mercy, 

 hear us, O God. 

 

God of peace and reconciliation, bring an end to the sickness of the world, especially violence, 

terrorism, war, and their causes. 

 In your great mercy, 

 hear us, O God. 

 

Holy God, Holy One, your Son prayed that your people may be one. May the gift of baptism be 

a power for healing the church’s brokenness, and bless all efforts for renewal and Christian 

unity. 

 In your great mercy, 

 hear us, O God. 

 

Loving God, mend broken relationships and bring peace to our families, our congregation, this 

community, and the world. 

 In your great mercy, 

 hear us, O God. 

 

Father we raise to you now, silently or aloud the names of others that weight heavy on our 

hearts and minds, in need of your healing presence.  

 In your great mercy, 

 hear us, O God. 
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Eternal God, we thank you for all the faithful departed and those whom we remember before 

you. Heal the pain of all who grieve. 

 In your great mercy, 

 hear us, O God. 

 

O God, we bring these intercessions before you, knowing that you will hear us as you have 

promised, and will answer according to the mercy shown in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

 Amen. 

                            

 

                             Laying on of Hands and Anointing 

 
 

Sisters and brothers, I invite you to come and receive a sign of healing and wholeness in the 

name of the triune God. 

 
(Those who wish to receive laying on of hands and anointing are invited to come forward.) 

 

Name   , in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, be strengthened and filled with 

God’s grace, that you may know the healing power of the Spirit.         

Amen. 

 

Receive this oil + as a sign of forgiveness and healing in Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 
After all have returned to their places. 

 
(Please stand as you are comfortable.) 

 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Living God, through the laying on of hands and anointing, grant comfort in suffering  

to all who are in need of healing. When they are afraid, give them courage;  

when afflicted, give them patience; when dejected, give them hope; 

and when alone, assure them of the support of your holy people. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 

 Amen. 
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Blessing 
 

Almighty God, who is a strong tower to all, to whom all things in heaven and on earth bow and 

obey, be now and evermore your sure defense, and help you to know that the name given to us 

for health and salvation is the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

 Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

And also with you.         

 
 

 

  (Please greet your neighbor as you and your neighbor are comfortable and then be seated) 
 

 

 

 

 

(As The Lord’s Table Is Prepared)  “Blessed Assurance” ELW 638 
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Holy Communion 

 
(Please stand as you are comfortable.) 

 

The Lord be with you. 

 

       And also with you. 

 
 

Words of Institution    

     
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  

  Amen. 
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Invitation 
 

(Please be seated.) 

 

 
Communion Distribution 

 

Everyone is welcome to the Lord’s Table at Shepherd of the Lakes. Please come forward as 

the ushers direct, receive the bread in your hand and then receive the wine in individual 

glasses, or by dipping the host into the wine (chalice). Grape juice is also offered as an 

alternative to the wine in both the Chalise and individual glasses. We also have gluten free 

wafers for those in need, simply ask for them when you come forward. Small children and 

others that wish not to commune may come forward for a blessing.   ALL ARE WELCOME 

TO THE LORD’S TABLE. 
 

Hymns During Distribution 

 
                Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying  ELW 752 (sing 3 times) 
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Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me    ELW 767 
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Amazing Grace  ELW 779 vrs. 1,4,5. 
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(Please stand as you are comfortable.) 

 

 

Post Communion Blessing 

 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

 

O God, our provider, you nourish us with holy food and drink, and you open our hearts  

to the needs of others.  Refresh us with your Spirit, that our words and deeds may proclaim  

your creative and life-giving Word, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

Amen. 
 

 

 
 

Blessing 

 

May the Spirit of God empower you as you journey with Jesus into the ordinary  

and extraordinary places of life.  May you be blessed with the energy of God  

to run and not be weary, to walk and not faint...even when the world seems overwhelming.  

 

 The Spirit goes with us to give us life and breath— 

and the passion and fire of God in all we do. 

 

 

May God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you all, + now and forever.    

 

Amen   
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Sending Hymn              (Jesus Still Lead On)  ELW 624 vrs. 1,3,4. 
 

 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace; our journey continues!   

Thanks be to God!  


