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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 3

CHURCH SERVICES:

We will resume our in-person church services this week, at the beginning of the Advent
Season. Regular Sunday morning services at 9:00 am begin on November 29, 2020.
Masks will be required in the sanctuary for the services. If you cannot wear a mask for
health reasons, areas will be set aside for your use. All are welcome.

The service will be recorded and available for viewing on YouTube later in the day on
Sundays.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is scheduled for
December 24, 2020 at 4:00 pm.

THANKSGIVING DINNERS:

We handed out 44 Thanksgiving meals, thanks to our donor. Thank you to all who helped
with this effort. Given the way this year has gone, this turned out to be a great way to
continue our Thanksgiving tradition.

ELCA GRANT - WEEDEND BACKPACK PROGRAM FUNDRAISER:
You donated, in all your generosity, $960.00 to this fundraiser. We should be receiving an
additional $500.00 from the ELCA. Thank you all so much for your kindness.

OFFERINGS:

Now that we are back to having services at church, your choices for giving are back to three.
You can give your offering in church, mail your offering, or use the online giving through
PayPal on the church website. As always, your generosity to this church and our missions, is
overwhelming. In at time when so many churches are suffering, the health and well-being of
your church and our missions is humbling.




LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE
(Candle Litany and Prayer)

First Sunday of Advent

Leader: As we light this first Advent candle, we hope for the fuller
brightness that is to come. This candle reminds us to keep awake and
watch for what God will give us, and to see what he has already given.

Let us pray. Dear God, as we begin our Advent pilgrimage, grant us the courage to hope.
Hope for your presence,
Hope for your peace,
Hope for your promise. Amen

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, " one God,

the Lord of Israel who comes to set us free,

the mighty Savior who comes to show mercy,

the Dawn from on high who guides us into peace.
Amen.

Let us come before God in confession.

Prayer of Confession
To you, O God,

we lift up our souls. You know us through and through; we confess our
sins to you. Remember not our sins; remember us with your steadfast
love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in justice and
truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness

Children of God, come with joy and draw water from the well of salvation. Remember

the gift of baptism: your sin is washed away in the name of "t Jesus; you belong to
Christ; you are anointed to serve.
Stand up and raise your heads! The reign of God is near.

Amen.




GATHERING SONG —-ELW 257

Verses 1, 2, 4

(Please stand as you are comfortable)

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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1 O come, O come, Em - man - u - el and ran-som cap - tive
2 O come, O Wis-dom from on high, em -brac -ing all things
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might; as to your tribes on
4 O come, O Branch of Jes - se, free your own from Sa - tan’s
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Em - man - u - el

O come, O Key of David, come,

and open wide our heav'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery. Refrain

O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;
O Sun of justice, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

shall come to you, O

Is - ra - el.

and death’s dark shadow put to flight. Refrain

O come, O King of nations, come,

O Cornerstone that binds in one:

refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new. Refrain

O come, O come, Emmanuel,

and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear. Refrain

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Koln, 1710; tr. composite
Music: VENI, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th cent.
Text sts. 2, 6.7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administeator.
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Advent Dialogue

Surely God is my salvation;
I will trust, and will not be afraid,
for the Lord God is my strength, and my might;
and has become my salvation.
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him;
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

ADVENT SONG -ELW 264

Verse 1

Prepare the Royal Highway
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised Kking!
4 His is no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - 'ry hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar - ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - 'ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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So let your praise be
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Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772—1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you......... And also with you.

Let us pray.....Amen. (Please be seated)

First Reading
Isaiah 64:1-9

'0 that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence—
2as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your presence!
3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
“From ages past no one has heard,
no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,
who works for those who wait for him.
Y ou meet those who gladly do right,
those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned;
because you hid yourself we transgressed.
®We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.
We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
"There is no one who calls on your name,
or attempts to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand.
Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD,
and do not remember iniquity forever.
Now consider, we are all your people.




Psalm 80:1-7,17-19

'Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
’In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,

stir up your strength and come to help us.
3Restore us, O God;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
40 LORD God of hosts,

how long will your anger fume when your people pray?
’You have fed them with the bread of tears;

you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
%You have made us the derision of our neighbors,

and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
"Restore us, O God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
'7Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,

the one you have made so strong for yourself.
8 And so will we never turn away from you;

give us life, that we may call upon your name.
YRestore us, O LORD God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

Second Reading

1 Corinthians 1:3-9
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4] give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given
you in Christ Jesus, *for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge
of every kind—%ust as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—'so that you
are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He
will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ. °God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.




HOLY GOSPEL
Mark 13:24-37

[Jesus said:] *“In those days, after that suffering,

the sun will be darkened,

and the moon will not give its light,
25and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. *’Then he
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to
the ends of heaven.

28«From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its
leaves, you know that summer is near. ’So also, when you see these things taking place, you
know that he is near, at the very gates. 3*Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until
all these things have taken place. 3'Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away.

32«But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father. 3*Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 3t is like
a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his
work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. **Therefore, keep awake—for you do
not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at
cockcrow, or at dawn, 3%or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. *’And what I
say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”

SERMON




HYMN OF THE DAY - ELW 244
Verses 1, 2,4

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660—1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907
Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG, Swedish folk tune
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NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic

church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

SHARING OF THE PEACE

(PLEASE GREET YOUR NEIGHBOR FROM WHERE YOU ARE SEATED)

Prepare the Lords Table
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Let Us Break Bread Together
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

In this moment of worship, we embrace your presence, O God.
And we offer you our love.
In this moment of prayer, we proclaim your purpose for the world.
And we offer you our resources.
In this moment of giving, we hear your call, O Lord.
And offer you ourselves. Use us—all that we have and all that we are—
to touch the world with the Christmas message. Amen!

HOLY COMMUNION

May the God of Advent be with you.

And also with you.
People of Advent, lift up your hopes.

We lift them to the One who comes to share our lives with us.
People of hope, offer your thanksgiving to God.

Joy, praise, adoration are in our hearts and on our lips!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

...Do this in remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of
grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with
hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word
take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on
earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God Incarnate, Power of the
Most High, One God, now and forever.

Amen!
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

If it is your wish to commune this morning, know that all are welcome to the Lord’s table.
Simply come forward as the ushers direct, receive the bread (wafer), then moving to the
chaflis, dip the bread into the wine. The challis is two chambered, the red liquid is wine,
and the clear liquid is grape juice for those requiring an alternative to the wine. Gluten
free wafers are available as well, simply ask your server when you come forward.
Children not yet communing, and others not wishing to commune, are welcome to come
forward for a blessing. But again, all are welcome to the Lord’s table.

Lamb of God

< < & :
1 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;

3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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COMMUNION SONGS

Eat This Bread
Jesus Christ, Bread of Life

or Je - sus Christ,

bread of life,

N u Refrain
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“Eat this bread, drink this cup, come to me and nev-er be hun-gry.

those who come to you will not hun - ger.

Je - sus Christ,

ris - en Lord,
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Eat this bread, drink this cup, trust in me and you will not thirst.”

those who trust in you will not thirst.
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Come and Fill Our Hearts
Confitemini Domino
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Text: Psalm 136:1 (Latin); Taizé Community

Music: CONFITEMINI DOMINO, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

—

Text and music © 1082, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL. 60638.
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Jesus, Remember Me

Je - sus,
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re - mem-ber me
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Text: Luke 23:42; Taizé Community

Music: REMEMBER ME, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and music © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc.. agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

O Lord, Hear My Prayer
The Lord Is My Song
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73 ——s - -
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when 1 call, an - swer me.
or The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: all my hope comes from God.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:come and lis - ten to me.
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: God, the well-spring of life.
T : d— i — : o T
v ) 0 1 = 7 X
pa d I i ] i 1) ! I : :
V ' T | —— ! V

Text: Psalm 102:1-2; Taizé Community, adapt.

Music: HEAR MY PRAYER, Jacques Berthier, 19231994

Text and music © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by pemussion.
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COMMUNION BLESSING

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and these gifts of his body and blood,
strengthen us, keep us, and unite us, now and forever.

Amen!

COMMUNION PRAYER
We thank you, Lord God,

...for breaking into our world, our lives, and our experience.
We thank you, O Christ,

...for this meal of remembering, and the stories of love and grace that
it tells.

We thank you, O Spirit,

...for your presence and your challenge for us to become agents of
God’s compassion. Amen!

BLESSING
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SENDING HYMN - ELW 439

Verses 1-3

Soon and Very Soon
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3 No more dy - in’ there, we are goin’ to see the King,
4 Soon and ver - y soon
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Text: Andraé Crouch, b. 1945
Music: VERY SOON, Andraé Crouch

Text and music © 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

SENDING

Go in peace. Christ is with you!
Thanks be to God!

17




