Feb/March Newsletter
Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church
2903 State Hwy. 155 PO Box 130
Sayner, WI 54560-9698

Please consider accepting an email link to this newsletter in place of a hard copy!
Contact secretary@SOTLSayner.com with your email address.

Augsburg
Lutheran
Churches

Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church
Worship Service:
Sunday 9:00 AM

EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT AND ROOTED IN THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST,
WE ARE A LOVING COMMUNITY THAT FOLLOWS JESUS, AND SEEKS TO HEAR
THE WORD OF GOD AND PRACTICE ITIN OUR DAILY LIVES.

Ministers: The People of the Parish On the World Wide Web:
www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org

Council President: Mike Pockat: Cell 715-892-4488 Member Congregation of the NALC & ALC

Church Telephone; 715-642-3701 Facebook: Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran

Church — Sayner, Wi



Council Members:
Mike Pockat, President, Cell 715-892-4488 Sharon Rice, Vice President, Cell 715-891-0259
Tracey Ahlborn, 612-716-6008 Ken Beier, 715-801-2705
Jim Luebke, 262-689-5456 Jeanne Kroll 715-542-2797
Treasurer: Jean Maines (715) 891-3344 jamaines@gmail.com
Secretary: Sharon Brooker (715) 892-7049 plclerk@gmail.com
PASTORAL EMERGENCIES:

In case of a pastoral emergency, please contact Council President Mike Pockat at 715-892-4488
or Council Vice-President Sharon Rice at 715-891-0259.

WORSHIP SERVICES:
Sunday Morning at 9:00 am

RECORDED SERVICES: Sunday services at Shepherd of the Lakes are Live Streamed at
9.00 am. The services are also recorded and put on YouTube and will be available for
viewing later on Sundays. Go to www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org and on the Home
Page, look for the YouTube link. Previously uploaded services are available on the link.

If you would like a copy of the current worship guide, please look for the “Worship Guide”
page on the Church Website. You can open the files and print.

ONLINE GEIVING: Also available on the Church website is a link to PayPal for online
giving.

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING

Sunday, February 15th at 10:30 a.m.
ANNUAL MEETING TO BE HELD ON FEBRUARY 15, 2026

POSTAGE STAMPS

Please continue to save cancelled stamps throughout the year.
There is a collection box on the coat room shelf.




Night Watches

During my college days, my summers were spent working at a guest ranch in the
stunningly beautiful mountains of Colorado. On a rotating basis, staff members were
assigned “night watch” duty — to keep an eye out for forest fires in order to protect the
guests as they slept. What initially seemed to be an exhausting and thankless task became
a unique opportunity for me to be still, reflect, and find solace in the majesty of God’s
presence.

King David earnestly sought and thirsted for the presence of God (Psalm 63:1), even
from his bed and through the “watches of the night” (V.6) The Psalm makes it clear David
was troubled. 1t’s possible the words contained in it reflect his deep sadness over the
rebellion of his son Absalom. Yet the night became a time for David to find help and
restoration in the “shadow of [God’s] wings” (V.7) —in His power and presence.

Perhaps you're dealing with some crisis or difficulty in your life, and the night
watches have been anything but comforting. Perhaps your own “Absalom” weights heavy
on your heart and soul. Or other burdens of family, work, or finances plague your times of
rest. If so, consider these sleepless moments to be opportunities to call out and cling to
God - allowing His loving hand to uphoid you (V.8). Evan Morgan, Guest Author

How do God’s promises encourage you when you face chaflenges that keep you awake at night?
How can the night watches draw you closer to Him?

Dear God, thank you for always being awake and present with me in every night watch.

Our Daily Bread, June 2019
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Please join us! The women of Shepherd

of the Lakes will be quilting on the third QU ILTIN G

Wednesday of each month starting at
9:00 a.m. You do not have to be a quilter

or own a sewing machine. If you can tic a Dates:
knot, we want you. Everyone is welcome. February 18
March 18

Our quilting ministry is community
oriented. Finished quilts are donated once
a year to the Tri-County Council on
Domestic Violence in Rhinelander.

We would like to increase our ministry For more information, please contact

and our sewing circle. Come and jointhe  Sharon Rice at 715-479-9336 or 715-891-0259
fun.

We have all the supplies,
We just need your smiling face!



RECIPE CORNER
From “Feast at the Shepherd’s Table”

ELEPHANT STEW Jim Brink
1 Elephant 2 Rabbits (Optional)  Salt & Pepper to taste  Brown Gravy to cover

Cut elephant into bite sized pieces. This should take about two months. Add brown gravy and
cook for four weeks over a Kerosene fire, at 450°. This should serve about 3800 people. If you
expect more, add the two rabbits, but do this only if necessary, as most people do not like to

find hare in their stew.
Bless you Jim for the smiles and the memories!

ROCK MINISTRIES

From Jack Carison:
As Treasurer of Northwoods Share in Eagle River, I work at community dinners at The Rock

Ministry in Eagle River every 1% and 3" Tuesday evening at 4:30. SOTL members are
welcome to volunteer and attend as we support this mission as part of our benevolence funding

at SOTL.

ALTAR FLOWERS - INFORMATION ON HOW TO SIGN UP
Contact Person - Jo Ann Kehl Cell 715-892-0413
The Sign-Up Sheets are located in the Narthex on the shelf under the Lutheran Rose.

STEP ONE:
Sign up for the date you wish to provide the set of two altar bouquets

STEP TWO:

You can provide flowers in two ways:
1. You may purchase your own flowers and bring them to church.
2. You may contact Jo Ann Kehl and she will order them for you. Just let
her know what flowers you would like and how much you would like to
spend. You can then write a check to Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran
Church for that amount and designate it as Altar Flower Donation.
Any questions? Contact Jo Ann



T h k THANK YOU NOTES RECEIVE FROM:
an Lutheran World Relief
ILT (Institute of Lutheran Theology)
Vilas County Food Pantry

YO u ' Camp Luther, Three Lakes
®

Prayer Concerns

Pray for those dealing with current issues:
Jim C., Dick, Alyce

(Please let us know iff'when names should be removed from this “current issues” list or moved to “ongoing list”)

Pray for those with ongoing health issues:
Larry, Mary Lou, Ericka, Graham, Shelle, Mike, Sharon G, Bob B., Ron, Carolyn, Beth,
Shirley, John and Kim

Pray for those serving in the Armed Forces:
Adam & Brittany, Brooks, Will, Sgt. Keara, Alex, Jared, and Dylan.

Pray for those in nursing homes or homebound:
Elisabeth

Pray for peace and consoling comfort for the families of those who have passed:

Special Prayers:
Please keep our Church Council, the Call Committee and every member of this congregation in
your prayers as we search for a new Shepherd for our Congregation,

Please email Jean Maines at jamaines 201 2(@gmail.com or text her at 715-891-3344
or contact Sharon at plclerk@email com or text to 715-892-7049
if yvou would like to be included on the prayer chain list.




PRAYER REQUESTS \

Your church family would like the opportunity to pray for you, make arrangements for you to receive
Holy Communion, or support you by other means. Please contact us:
...if you or someone in your family are ill at home or hospitalized.
...if you are anticipating surgery or another medical procedure.
...if you have a birth or death in your family.
...if you want to request prayers for someone else, you must ask their permission first,
...if you have any other significant event in your family.
...if you would like to schedule a visit from a church member.
Never forget that each of you are valued, loved, and cared for by your church family. Please notify
Jean Maines at 715-342-4213 (jamaines 201 2@gmail.com) if you need prayers for any reason.

\- /

HUMANE SOCIETY OF VILAS COUNTY FUNDRAISER

The church will be holding a fundraiser for the Humane Society of Vilas County on Saturday,
March 7, 2026 from 11 am to 3 pm. They will be serving Soups and Sandwiches for free-will
offering in the community room.

Some Wish List ideas from the Humane Society website:
Cash/Gift Cards are always appreciated!
Cat litter ~ Pine Sol ~ Storage Totes  Stamps Piddle Pads Bleach Toys
Spray cleaner with Bleach  Laundry Soap  Dryer Sheets  Dish Soap

Isaiah 41:10 (NIV):

‘So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be
dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthien
you and help you; I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand".

CONTACT INFO
In addition to the listed office hours, we are also available anytime by phone!
Treasurer — Jean Maines (715) 542-4213 or (715) 891-3344
Email: treasurer@sotlsayner.com or jamaines2012@gmail.com

Secretary — Sharon Brooker (715) 892-7049
Email: secretary@sotlsayner.com or plelerk@gmail.com
Office Hours on Wednesday from Noon — 4 pm, Thursday from Noon — 4 pm




2025 CALL COMMITTEE REPORT

07-21-25  Informational meeting led by Reverend Tim Swenson regarding ALC call process
with 19 Shepherd of the Lakes members attending

07-27-25  Call Committee first meeting:
Chairperson: Charlie Rice
Co-Chair: Karen Carter
Other committee members:
Lloyd Andersen
Ginger Eade
Joanne Pierce
Shawn McCormick

07-29-25  NALC reported: 68 Congregations actively seeking to call a pastor, not including
Shepherd of the Lakes.

08-17-25  Zoom meeting with NALC Call Coordinator, Pastor Shelly Schultz

11-15-25  Congregational Workshop led by NALC Pastor Thomas Reiff

11-19-25  Congregational profile submitted to NALC

11-20-25  Shepherd of the Lakes pastor vacancy posted by NALC

TO DATE: *“0” (zero) candidates submitted to Shepherd of the Lakes by ALC, NALC or ILT

Submitted by Charlie Rice, Chairperson

CALL COMMITTEE

Here are the Call Committee members. Please feel free to contact them if you have any
questions.

Lloyd Andersen (715) 892-3513

Karen Carter (715) 542-4049 or (715) 525-1733

Ginger Eade (608) 317-9563

Shawn McCormick (715) 605-2552

Joanne Pierce (414) 477-5804

Charlie Rice — Chairman (715) 617-1398 or (715) 479-9336



CHURCH SCHOOL

Church school is every Wednesday from 3:45-5 p.m. We would love to see your children — or
grandchildren! — join us. The bus will drop them off right here at church. For more
information, please contact Karen Carter.

BIBLE STUDY FEATURING “THE CHOSEN” VIDEOS
Bible study featuring “The Chosen” has started back up on the second and fourth Tuesday
of every month at 10:00 am — please note the time change.

LENTEN SERVICES

Wednesday Evening Lenten Services will begin with Ash Wednesday on February 18%. Soup
Supper will be prior to each service at 5:00 pm, with the service beginning at 6 pm. This will
continue (soup supper and then the service) throughout the Lenten season — the last one will be
on March 25", the Wednesday before Palm Sunday. There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex for
the Soup Suppers. There may be additional special services for Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday, and an Easter Vigil on Saturday. Watch for more information on those.

I had been teaching my three-year old daughter the Lord's Prayer for several evenings at
bedtime, she would repeat after me the lines from the prayer. Finally, she decided to go solo. I
listened with pride as she carefully enunciated each word right up to the end of the prayer:
"Lead us not into temptation," she prayed, "out deliver us some E-maif, Amen.”
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Week of February 1, 2026
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Daily Bibte Readings
Sunday: lob 21-24 ' 3 y , ,
ey b 2124 | Verse to Zlememﬁer |
Tuesday: Job 28-31 For I know that my Redeemer fives, and that at the
Wednesday: Job 32-34 last he will stand upon the earth.
Thursday: fob 35-37 )
Friday: fob 38-42 —Job 1g9:25

Saturday: Psalms 10-12
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COMPOUND INTEREST

Take all of these words and create compound words using all the words oncel 32 words = 16
compound words. EXAMPLE: flower + pot = flowerpot.
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Veek of February 15, 2026

ﬁ THoMETOUCH Activity Page

Daily Bible Readings
Sunday: Exodus 21-24
Menday: Exodus 25-27
Tuesday: Exodus 28-31
Wednesday: Exodus 32-34
Thursday: Exodus 35-37
Friday: Exodus 38-40
Saturday: Psaims 16-18

CLUES FOR WORD BOX

1. One who keeps money
2. 0On top of

3. Casts a ballot

4. A happening

5. Takes it easy

WORD BOX

The answer for each numbered clue
will be the same down and across.

THE BIBLE? 0R NOT?

- The English language is full of everyday

| sayings many of which surprisingly trace

| their roats all the way back to the Bihle,
while others have emerged from literature,
folkiare and even old proverbs., in the list
below, you'll find 20 familiar expressions.
Your challenge is to identify which ones
came from the Bible. Circle the expressions
| that come from the Bible, Leave the others
unmarked.

1. The writing on the wall

2. Bite the bullet

{ 3. By the skin of your teeth

. Adrop in the hucket

. Burn the midnight oil

. Scapegoat

The blind leading the blind
A stitch in time saves nine
Apple of his eye

10. Go the extra mile

NN

©® o

| 12. My hrother’s keeper

14, A house divided cannot
- stand

| 16. Wolf in sheep's clothing

} 18. Can s leopard change its

- ands

HoneToucl®  Visis us 3 Home Tovchidin:

11. Barking up the wrong tree

13. Rise and shine

15. Let sleeping dogs lie
17. Cast the first stone

spots?
19. Burning the candle at both |

L Daniel 5:5-31; 3. lob19:20; 4. Isaiah 40:1%: 6. Leviticus

20, Wash your hands of it

18:10; 7. Matthew 15714; 2. Psalm 17:8, Zechariah 2:3; 10. Matthew 5:41; 12,
Genesis 4:9; 13. 1sainh 6001 14. Mark 3:25; 16. Matthew 7:15; 17, john 8:7-

11; 18 Jeremiah 13:23; 20, Matthew 27:24. Not fromthe Bible: 2, 5, 8, 11,

Answers toWaord Box: 1. saver, 2. above, 3. votes, 4. event, 5. rests. Answers
15, 19,

to” The Biblae?”

sirv.eonn ! & 2078 CRE PO Box 9300, Camon OH 2471
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UCH™ Activity Page
2, 2026
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Daily Bible Readings
Sunday: Romans 1-4
Monday: Romans 5-8
Tuesday: Romans 9-11

Wednesday; Romans 12-16

Thursday: Proverbs 1-3
Friday: Proverbs 4-7
Saturday: Psalms 19-21

CA

Yerse to Remember

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my Aeart §
be acceptable to you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.

—Psatm 19:14

DITAL INVESTMENTS!

The answers to the following clues have one meaning when capitalized and a different
meaning when not capitalized. Find the answers and write them in the spaces provided. Then
unscrambile the circled letters to reveal a very old person fram the Old Testament,

Capitalized

1. Adarge country in Asia

2. Benver football player
3. Slavic language

4, A planet

5. City in lowa

6. Expensive car

1. Citizen of country
near Pakistan

8. Soft drink

8. Month

10. Epic poet

11. Greek god of shepherds

12. Credit card

SECRET PERSON

Non-capitalized
porcelain tableware

_ OO

untamed horse

to shine something O

a silvery element O

a couch O

buns %M____Q.__

woolan blanket/shawl

z
siang for ilegal drug e Q_ §

t e

A
rhythmic movement Q___ — £33
basebail's biggesthit Q L “ed
utensil

passport stamp

5. davenport, O iolls, 7. afghan, 8. coke, 9 march,

10, homer, L1 pan, 12, visa,

Answers: 1. china, 2. bronco,
Maoethuselah,




Northwood's

Share

God’s blessings abound in this season
of Thanksgiving. Here at Northwoods
Share, we pause to be thankful for the
many blessings that our 4 ministries
have been given over the past year.

Who are we? Northwoods Share is a
Christian based 501 (¢) (3) organiza-
tion that has been serving the greater
Eagle River area for over 20 years .
We operate 4 different ministries:
Community Dinners, The Needs
Pantry, IC HELP and Esther’s
Ministry.

Our mission for all of these ministries
is to share the love of Christ with our
community. To do this, we believe
strongly that relationships are key,
and we strive to be a welcoming pres-
ence to anyone who walks through our

doors!

For more Information about North- .
woods Share, go to our webpage:

Northwoodshare.org




How can you help?

Northwoods Share relies on donations to operate our ministries.
All donations to our 501 (c)(3) are tax deductible.

Northwoods Share is a volunteer only organization, so all dona-
tions go directly towards the operation of our 4 ministries. Any
amount that you can provide is blessing for our ministries!

Donations can be mailed to:
Northwoods Share
PO Box 1162
Eagle River, W1 54521

Or online at our Website:

Northwoodshare.org

Are you looking to share the love of Christ with our community? We
welcome new volunteers to help us provide our 4 ministries. If you are in-
terested in helping out, stop in at a Community Dinner or the Needs Pan-
try at 1019 E. Wall St., Fagle River, W1 on a Wednesday and talk with us
about our ministries to see where you might see yourself joining in.

Northwoods Share. PO Box 1162, 1019 E. Wall St. Eagle River, W1
54521
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