Transfiguration of Our Lord
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Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church

Sayner, Wisconsin
MINSTERS: THE PEOPLE OF THE PARISH w N
LLM: William Wendorf 715-617-6477 vt J,\
Council President: Sharon Geist 715-892-7486 T
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WELCOME GUESTS
We invite you to sign our guest book and/or complete a visitor card to help us remember you. Please let us
know if we can serve you in any way. Everyone is welcome to Holy Communion at Shepherd of the Lakes.
Come forward as ushers direct, receive the wafer in your hand and move to the wine which is served in
individual portions. We offer grape juice as an alternative to wine. Gluten-free wafers are also available at
your request from communion servers when you partake.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Empowered by the power of the Holy Spirit and rooted in the Good News of Jesus Christ, we are a loving
community that follows Jesus & seeks to hear the Word of God and practice it in our daily lives.

IAll Sunday services at Shepherd of the Lakes are recorded and put on You Tube. Go to the Church website at |
l

www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org I
:and look for the e symbol. Click on this symbol to take you to the Church’s YouTube site. :
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Readings for February 21, 2021:

First Reading Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm 25:1-10
Second Reading 1 Peter 3:18-22
Holy Gospel Mark 1:9-15




Transfiguration: Amazing Then and Now

Imagine what would happen if someone from the days of Jesus were suddenly
transported to our present. How would someone accustomed to walking everywhere respond to
driving in a car at top speed, let alone flying in a jet? How would someone who spends their life
depending on—at best—oil lamps for light respond to electric lights? It is fun to muse at how
people might respond, as we reflect on how sophisticated we are.

Now imagine if the scene were reversed. How would someone accustomed to
understanding much in the world around them respond to an event as otherworldly as the
transfiguration? We understand volcanoes and the northern lights. We can explain lightning and
thunder. We know about germs and disease transmission. So what would we do when
confronted with something so amazing, awesome, and unexplainable?

The transfiguration is one of those ancient events that still puzzle us. What really happened to
Jesus that day? Since we cannot go back to that time, we are left to speculate. We take stabs in
the dark and make educated guesses, but at the end of the day we are left with a holy mystery to
ponder.

Whatever happened that day, there is a timeless spiritual reality behind the physical
details Mark gives us. God sometimes uses extreme and amazing methods to transform us when
we open ourselves to the Holy Spirit. God’s spirit transfigured Jesus then. That same Spirit is
still transforming people today. We don’t have to explain first-century miracles to trust that
God’s transforming Spirit is timeless and at work within each of us today. We do not have to
understand everything to see the beauty of God at work in the world, continually transfiguring
us into the people we were created to be.

& PRAYER REQUESTS

(Please note: “Current issue” listings remain in the bulletin for three weeks and then are removed
unless instructions are received to move that listing to the “ongoing health issues” list.)

Pray for those dealing with current issues:
Pray for those with ongoing health issues:
Larry & Joanie and Family, Arlene, Rich, Julie, Gus, Mitzi, Mike, and Tom & Carol.

Pray for those serving in the Armed Forces:
Jeff, Brian, Adam & Brittany, Brooks, Will, Sgt. Keara, Alex, Jared, Noah, and Zachary.

Pray for those in nursing homes or homebound:
Mel & Barb and Elisabeth.

Please email Bill Wendorf at pastor@SOTLsayner.com or text to 715-617-6477 or email Jean Maines at
secretary@SOTLsayner.com or text to 715-542-3344 if you would like to be included on the prayer chain
list. Prayer requests are sent out via email.

If anyone is interested in being the contact person for the prayer chain,
please contact Bill Wendorf or Sharon Geist



CHURCH SERVICES:

Regular Sunday morning services at 9:00 am.

Masks while not required, however are greatly-encouraged in the sanctuary for the services.
All are welcome. The service will be live-streamed and recorded and available for viewing
on YouTube later on Sundays.

OFFERINGS:

You can give your offering in church, mail your offering, or use the online giving through
PayPal on the church website. As always, your generosity to this church and our missions,
is overwhelming. In a time when so many churches are suffering, the health and well-being
of your church and our missions is humbling.

BIBLE STUDY:

We will be scheduling a new Bible study beginning on Tuesday, January 26th, at 6 PM in the
Community Room at Shepherd. We will be studying "The Truth Project" in a 12-week study
every Tuesday from 6-8 PM. It is a DVD series on Christian living, and there will be no
charge.

ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENTEN SERVICES:

The Ash Wednesday service will be held at 6:00 pm on February 17, 2021.

Beginning February 24", soup suppers at 5:15 pm, followed by Lenten services at 6:00 pm
will be held on Wednesdays.

Sign up sheets for the soup suppers are on the table in the narthex.



Transfiguration of Our Lord

February 14, 2021

PRELUDE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who stretches out the heavens, who sends light
to the nations, who gives breath to us all.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)

Mighty and loving God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We seek our
own way. We divide the body of Christ. In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us.
Let the words of our mouths, the thoughts of our hearts, and everything that
we do be filled with faith, hope, and love. Amen.

Hear the voice of our Lord Jesus: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to proclaim release
to the captives.” In the name of * Jesus Christ, I proclaim to you that your sins are

forgiven and you are released. The joy of the Lord is your strength, and the gifts of the
Holy Spirit are yours forever.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN “Thy Strong Word” ELW 511, vrs. 1,3,4.

(Please Stand as you are comfortable)

Thy Strong Word
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5 Give us lips to sing thy glory,
tongues thy mercy to proclaim,
throats that shout the hope that fills us,
mouths to speak thy holy name.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
May the light which thou dost send
fill our songs with alleluias,
alleluias without end!

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976
Music: EBENEZER, Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House

6 God the Father, light-creator,
to thee laud and honor be.
To thee, Light of Light begotten,
praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer.
glory, glory be to thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
praise the holy Trinity!

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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OPENING DIALOGUE

The Lord, the God of gods has spoken; he has called the earth from the rising of the sun
to its setting.
Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, God reveals himself in glory.

The Lord is king; he is enthroned upon the cherubim.
The Lord is great in Zion; he is high above all peoples.

Let me announce the decree of the Lord: "I myself have set my king upon my holy hill of
Zion.
"You are my son; this day have I begotten you."

Let them confess his name, which is great and awesome.
Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God and fall down before his footstool.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with your all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
Arise, Your Light Has Come!
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray...... Amen.

(Please be seated.)

First Lesson
2 Kings 2:1-12

"Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha
were on their way from Gilgal. *Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as
far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave
you.” So they went down to Bethel. *The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to
Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from
you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”

“Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As
the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. The
company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know
that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be
silent.”

Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said,
“As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on.
’Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they
both were standing by the Jordan. *Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the
water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry
ground.

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am
taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” '’He
responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it
will be granted you; if not, it will not.” ''As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire
and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven.
I’Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen
But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.
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Psalm 50:1-6

'"The mighty one, God the LORD, has spoken;

calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
>Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty,

God shines forth in glory.

30ur God will come and will not keep silence;

with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm
*God calls the heavens and the earth from above

to witness the judgment of the people.

>“Gather before me my loyal followers,

those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”
The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause,

for it is God who is judge.

Second Lesson
2 Corinthians 4:3-6

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. *In their case the god of this
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. °For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim
Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. °For it is the God who said,
“Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

(Please Stand as you are comfortable)

Gospel Alleluia
Q =i D I t A = = —

1 | .- - J o = f

ry) — ] r =
Al - le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
8] i .
)V A L | 1 | |
e 1=

——H e

Al - le - lu - ia. You have the words of e - ter - nal life.
#ﬁ) e i! ~—E I K rﬁ_} f f
To—1 1% 1 1 — _‘l__—d_—‘—i_‘__# -




Gospel Reading
The Holy Gospel According to......

Glory to You, O Lord.
Mark 9:2-9

2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain
apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, *and his clothes became dazzling
white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. *And there appeared to them Elijah with
Moses, who were talking with Jesus. *Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be
here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” ®He did not
know what to say, for they were terrified. "Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the
cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they
looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.

’As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had
seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

The Gospel of the Lord,

Praise to you, Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY “How Good, Lord, to Be Here” ELW 315 vrs. 1,2,5.

(Please Stand as you are comfortable)

How Good, Lord, to Be Here!
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Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt.
Music: POTSDAM, W. Mercer, The Church Psalter and Hvmnn Book, 1854
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Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
The Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always...... And also with you.
(Please greet your neighbor from where you are standing, and then be seated)

Offering “Due to these extraordinary times, our offering is no longer received in the traditional
manner. For those of you worshipping in church, as you enter or leave the sanctuary, you will find an offering
plate located at each entrance. If you wish, you may place your offering there.”

For those of you worshipping with us at home -
You can mail your donations to:
Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church
2903 State Hwy 155
Sayner, WI 54560
Or on the church website www.shepherdofihelakeschurch.org
You can donate through our PayPal account.
“Thank you for your continued support of our ministry together.”
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Great Thanksgiving

As the Lord’s table is prepared, please join in singing:

“Let Us Break Bread Together” ELW 471

Let Us Break Bread Together
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2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
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Text: African American spiritual

Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, A frican American spiritual
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Prayer (Please stand as you are comfortable)

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in

blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need,

through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.

Amen.

Holy Communion

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your Hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and Praise.

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Invitation

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

Communion Distribution

Amen.

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.

Everyone is welcome to the Lord’s Table at Shepherd of the Lakes. Please come forward as the ushers
direct, receive the bread in your hand and then receive the wine in individual glasses, or by dipping the host
into the wine (chalice). Grape juice is also offered as an option to the wine. We also have gluten free wafers
for those in need, simply ask for them when you come forward. Small children and others that wish not to
commune invited to come forward for a blessing. ALL ARE WELCOME TO THE LORD’S TABLE.

(Please be seated)
Lamb of Go
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Communion Songs

Lord, Be Glorified
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2 In our song, Lord, be glo-ri - fied, be glo-ri - fied;
3 In  your church, Lord, be glo-ri - fied, be glo-ri - fied;
4 In  your world, Lord, be glo-r1i - fied, be glo-ri - fied;
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in your world, Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.
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Father, | Adore You
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Communion Blessing (Please Stand as you are comfortable)

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Communion Prayer

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that
we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make his face shine upon you and be
gracious to you. May the lord look upon you with favor, + and give you his peace. Amen
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SENDING HYMN

“Alleluia, Song of Gladness” ELW 318 vrs. 1,3,4.

Alleluia, Song of Gladness
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1 Al-le - lu - ia, song of glad - ness, voice of joy that can-not die;
2 Al-le - lu - ia you are sound - ing, true Je - ru - sa - lem and free;
3 Al-le - lu ia can-not al - ways be our song while here be -low;
4 In our hymns we pray with long - ing: Grant us, bless-ed Trin-i - ty,
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s

&

sing e - ter - nal - ly.

Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 1800-1880

DISMISSAL

in
here by Bab - y - lon’s sad wa-ters mourn-ing ex -iles still are we.
for the sol-emn time is com-ing when our tears for sin shall flow.
there to you for - ev - er sing-ing al - - lu -ia joy-ful - ly
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Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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