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Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church

A Member congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC)

and

Augsburg Lutheran Churches (ALC)
Website: www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org

(715) 542-3701
Ministers: The people of the Parish

Council:
President: Mike Pockat 715-892-4488
Vice President: Sharon Rice 715-891-0259
Tracey Ahlborn 612-716-6008
Jim Luebke 262-689-5456
Ken Beier 715-891-2705
Joanne Pierce 414-477-5804
Shawn McCormick 715-605-2552

Church Service Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

WELCOME GUESTS

We invite you to sign our guest book and/or complete a visitor card to help us remember you. Here
at Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church we celebrate Holy Communion whenever we gather, and
we would like to invite you to join us, as all are welcome to the Lord’s table here.

Thank you for joining us.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Empowered by the power of the Holy Spirit and rooted in the Good News of Jesus Christ,
we are a loving community that follows Jesus & seeks to hear the Word of God
and practice it in our daily lives.

All Sunday services at Shepherd of the Lakes are recorded and put on You Tube. I

Go to the Church website at www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org and look for the @™ symbol. |
Click on this symbol to take you to the Church’s YouTube site. I

For those of you worshipping with us at home — You can mail your donations to:
Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church 2903 State HWY 155, PO Box 130 Sayner, WI 54560
Or on the church website — www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org
You can donate through our PayPal account.
“Thank you for your continued support of our ministry together.”



http://www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org/
http://www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKpo38P-dsFfi84_re5DSRQ
http://www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org/

Readings for September 13,2026 16th Sunday After Pentecost

First Reading Genesis 50: 15-21
Psalm 103: [1-7] 8-13
Second Reading Romans 14: 1-12
Holy Gospel Matthew 18: 21-35

New Perspective

Being a disciple requires an expansive perspective on forgiveness. Today our perspective is
broadened by the good news that God’s forgiveness is not based on our idea of fairness, but
rather on abundant, unimaginable grace. God “[has] not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities” (Ps. 103:10). The king forgives our entire debt, no
matter how enormous it is (Matt. 18:23-27). We also are challenged to stretch our
perspective and forgive each other. With Peter, we learn to stop keeping score (Matt. 18:21-
22).

It’s not an easy thing to do. Again and again we fall back on limited human understandings
of what is “fair.” Looking at the story of Joseph and his brothers, it’s easy for us to say that
his brothers really didn’t deserve forgiveness. Even their plea for forgiveness is dishonest
and manipulative—have they really repented (Gen. 50:15-17)? Joseph takes the wider view
and realizes that it isn’t his brothers’ intentions that matter, but God’s. God’s forgiveness is
much greater than what is fair, what we deserve.

So what does this new, broadened perspective look like in the lives of Christians and
congregations? Paul provides a pragmatic glimpse: “Those who eat must not despise those
who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has
welcomed them” (Rom. 14:3). If all are truly welcomed by God, we are called to share the
good news of that welcome in all we say and do.

Thank You to Karen Carter, Lay Minister, for leading service today!

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP SERVICES AT 9:00 A.M.
Holy Communion is offered at every service. All are welcome. The Sunday service will
be live-streamed and recorded and available for viewing on YouTube later on Sundays.

ATTENDANCE
Wednesday, August 26: 10
Sunday, August 30: 34



ALTAR FLOWERS - INFORMATION ON HOW TO SIGN UP
Contact Person - Jo Ann Kehl Cell 715-892-0413

The Sign-Up Sheets are located in the Narthex on the shelf under the Lutheran Rose.

STEP ONE:

Sign up for the date you wish to provide the set of two altar bouquets

STEP TWO:

You can provide flowers in two ways:

1. You may purchase your own flowers and bring them to church.

2. You may contact Jo Ann Kehl, and she will order them for you. Just let her know
what flowers you would like and how much you would like to spend. You can then
write a check to Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church for that amount and designate
it as “Altar Flower Donation”’.

ANY QUESTIONS? Contact Jo Ann

WEEKEND BACKPACK PROGRAM
Please consider making a donation for this very worthwhile program headed up by the Krieck
family. Pink envelopes are located on the Narthex table for your use.

QUILTING

Please join the quilting group at 9 a.m. on the third Wednesday of each month. You don’t
need to know how to quilt or sew — if you can tie knots, they can use your help!

CALL COMMITTEE
Here are the Call Committee members. Please feel free to contact them if you have any questions.
Lloyd Andersen 715-892-3513
Karen Carter 715-542-4049 or 715-525-1733
Ginger Eade 608-317-9563
Shawn McCormick 715-605-2552
Joanne Pierce 414-477-5804

Charlie Rice - Chairman 715-617-1398 or 715-479-9336

CHURCH SCHOOL
Church school will start on Wednesday, October 21%'!



PRAYER REQUESTS

Pray for those dealing with current issues:
Dick, Teresa, Tracey, Jessica, Deb, Tom A., Lloyd, Jim C., Sue L., Gordon S.,
Sharon G., Tom P, and Ken H.

(Please let us know if/when names should be removed from this “current issues” list or moved to “ongoing list”)

Pray for those with ongoing health issues:
Larry, Mary Lou, Graham, Holli, Ericka, Mike, Shelle, Bob B., Ron, Bonnie, Carolyn, Beth,
Shirley, John, Kim, Barb, Sharon B., and Crystal L.

Pray for those serving in the Armed Forces:
Adam & Brittany, Brooks, Will, Sgt. Keara, Alex, Jared, and Dylan

Pray for those in nursing homes or homebound:
Elisabeth

Pray for peace and consoling comfort for the families of those who have passed:

Special Prayers
Please keep our church council, the Call Committee and every member
of this congregation in your prayers as we search for a new Shepherd.

Please or email Jean Maines at jamaines2012@gmail.com or text her at 715-891-3344
or contact Sharon Brooker at plclerki@gmail.com or text her at 715-892-7049,
if you would like to be included on the prayer chain list or if you are in need of prayers.



mailto:jamaines2012@gmail.com
mailto:plclerk@gmail.com
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CONTACT INFO
In addition to any listed office hours, we are also available anytime by phone!

Treasurer — Jean Maines (715) 542-4213 or (715) 891-3344
Email: treasurer@sotlsayner.com or jamaines2012@gmail.com

Secretary — Sharon Brooker (715) 892-7049
Email: secretary@sotlsayner.com or plclerk@gmail.com
Office Hours on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons

Karen Carter, Lay Minister
kecarter@nnex.net
(715) 542-4049 or (715) 525-1733

BOOKSHELF REMINDER
Remember to check out the bookshelves in the south entryway! All books are there to be shared
and you are also welcome to leave books if you wish.

CHOIR PRACTICE
Choir practice will continue to meet on Sunday after church (10:30 am). Please join us — we would
love to have lots of new voices!! We look forward to seeing you there!

ENDOWMENT FUND BOARD

The endowment fund board is decreased to one person at this time. It should consist of 5 people.
We are looking for four more members and hope you would consider taking a position on the
Board. The Board meets 4 times per year and reviews the brief financial statements and at the end
of the year decides how to disburse the annual increase in the actual value of the fund.

So...if you would be available for a short meeting four times a year and want to help guide the
benevolence giving of this fund, please contact Mitzi Pockat at 715-891-5977.
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Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church

A Member Congregation of The North American Lutheran Church (NALC)

and
The Augsburg Lutheran Churches (ALC)
15" Sunday After Pentecost, September 6, 2026 \ |
Greeting & Announcements W\ N JA\
s | M 3
Invocation (Please remain seated.)
\/’ -

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

Confession And Forgiveness

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Compassionate God,

We confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world
and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and
bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking
justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn
our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of T Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen



Gathering Song “As We Gather At Your Table” ELW 522

(Please stand as you are comfortable)

As We Gather at Your Table
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1 As we gath-er at your ta -ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turn our wor-ship in - to wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra -cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be  stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
where tr1 - um-phant Love will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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teach us through this ho - ly ban-quet how to make Love’s vic - try known.
may we still be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saints and an-gels to re - peat the sound-ing joy.
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Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710; arr. Julius Rontgen, 1855-1932
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carcl Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Opening Dialog (Philippians 4.:4-6)
Rejoice in the Lord always. Say it again: Rejoice!

Let gentleness be evident to all, for the Lord is near.

Let us not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer
and petition with thanksgiving, present our requests to God.

Rejoice in the Lord always. Say it again: Rejoice!

Let gentleness be evident to all, for the Lord is near.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray....

O Lord God,
Merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that
we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior

and Lord. Amen.
First Reading Ezekiel 33: 7-11
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



Psalm 119: 33-40

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes,
and I shall keep it to the end.

34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with all my heart.

3> Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that 1s my desire.

3¢ Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain.

3" Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
give me life in your way.

38 Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.

3 Turn away the reproach that I dread,
because your judgments are good.

40 Behold, I long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.

Second Reading Romans 13: 8-14

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation (Please stand as you are comfortable)
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The Holy Gospel According to....
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Reading Matthew 18: 15-20

The Gospel of the Lord....
Glory to you, O Christ.

(Please be Seated)

Sermon Karen Carter
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Hymn of the” Day

Please stand as you are comfortable

Joytul, Joyful We Adore Thee

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” ELW 836
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo -ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be -fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well - spring of the joy of liv - ing, o - cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth -er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor -tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!
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Text: Henry van Dyke, 18521922

Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.
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Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended
into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting.

Amen

Prayers of the People

Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(Please share the peace as you are comfortable, then please be seated)

Offering (We will receive our offering today in the traditional manner)

For those of you worshipping with us at home -You can mail your donations to:
Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church
2903 State Hwy 155 PO Box 130 Sayner, WI 54560
Or on the church website www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org You can donate through our PayPal account.
“Thank you for your continued support of our ministry together.”

12


http://www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org/

Presentation Of Gifts

Offertory Prayer

God of creation,
You send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;
make us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution (Service of Distribution)
(These elements have been consecrated by Pastor Rich Little)

As we gather before these consecrated elements of bread and wine for the celebration

of Holy Communion, we hear again the story of God’s mighty acts and of the love

shown us in the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. With thanksgiving we
remembered that “in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave
it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

We are given assurance of our Lord’s presence through the gift of his Holy Spirit.
As we prepare to receive this bread of life and this cup of blessing, we pray that we may be
strengthened through our participation in the body of Christ.

13



I invite you to join with me and let us pray with confidence the words that our Savior gave
us.

Lords Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

Invitation

Distribution (Please be seated)

As often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes. All is ready, all are welcome, our Lord and Savior invites
us to come.

All are welcome to receive the Lord's Body and Blood who are baptized and believe that Jesus
Christ, crucified and risen, is truly present in, with, and under the forms of bread and wine for
the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. Small children and others that wish not

to commune may come forward for a blessing.

ALL ARE WELCOME TO THE LORD’S TABLE.

Please come forward as the ushers direct, receive the bread in your hand and then receive the
wine by dipping the host into the wine (chalice). Grape juice is also offered as an alternative to
the wine in the clear chalice. We also have gluten free wafers for those in need, simply ask for
them when you come forward.
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Communion Hymns “Here I Am, Lord” WOV 752

Here I Am, Lord
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1 “Il, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my peo - ple cry.
2 “l, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my peo - ple’s pain.
3 “I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
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All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I  have wept for love of them. They turn a - way.
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.
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I, who made the stars of night, I will make their dark-ness bright.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love a - lone.
Fin-est bread 1 will pro-vide till their hearts be sat - is - fied.
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Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall 1 send?”’
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall 1 send?”’
I will give my life to them. Whom shall 1 send?”
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lead me. I will hold your peo-plein my heart.

Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946
Music: HERE I AM, LORD, Daniel L. Schutte
Text and music © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 9721 3. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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“Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” ELW 674

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
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I Let wus tal-entsand tongues em - ploy, reach-ing out with a  shout of joy:
2 Christis a-ble to make us one, at the ta-ble he sets the tone,
3 Je - suscalls us 1, sends us out bear-ingfruit n a world of doubt,
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Je-sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain, pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!

Text: Fred Kaan, b, 1929
Music: LINSTEAD, Jamaican folk tune; adapt. Doreen Potter, 1925-1980
Text and music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

“I Love to Tell the Story” ELW 661
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I Love to Tell the Story
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of Je - sus and his glo - ry. of Je - sus and his love.
what seems, each timme 1 tell it, more won - der-ful - 1y sweet!
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Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834—1911
Music: HANKEY, William E. Fischer, 1849—-1936
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Communion Blessing  (Please stand as you are comfortable)

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Amen

Prayer
Sustaining God,

With this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us
living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of
Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

Blessing/Benediction

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of

Jesus Christ.
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through

the interceding of the Spirit.
The God of Grace * bless you now and forever.
Amen
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Sending Hymn

Please stand as you are comfortable

Go, My Children, with My Blessing

“Go, My Children, With My Blessing” ELW 543
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Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry,
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er

filled you, here my
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Wak - ing, sleep -ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here youlearned how much I love you, what 1 can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er I have made you mine for-ev - er.

here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872—1958
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House
Outside USA: Arr. from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you own.”

Go, my chil - dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”

Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”
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Dismissal

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

Please join us for coffee and fellowship after the service.
Second Sunday of each month join us for brunch after the service.

Calendar for Week of September 7 to September 13, 2026

Wednesday | September 9, 2026 Mid-Week Service 5:30 p.m.
Thursday | September 10, 2026 Text Study 9:00 a.m.
Sunday September 13, 2026 Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Sunday September 13, 2026 Choir Practice 10:30 a.m.

** Music copied and used under our One License Arrangement**

Next Council Meeting:
September 20, 2026 at 10:30 a.m.

Upcoming Events:
Church School will start on Wednesday, October 21

Check our calendar of events on the church website for
times and dates of events and worship services.

Website: www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org
FaceBook: Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church — Sayner, WI
Instagram: sotlsayner

Augsburg Lutheran Churches North American Lutheran Church

(ALC) (NALC)
augsburglutheranchurches .org thenalc.org
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