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     Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church 
     A Member congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC) 

                                       and 

            Augsburg Lutheran Churches (ALC) 

 

               Website: www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org  
 

                                     (715) 542-3701 

                             Ministers: The people of the Parish 

Council:  

President: Mike Pockat 715-892-4488 

Vice President: Sharon Rice 715-891-0259 

Tracey Ahlborn 612-716-6008 

Jim Luebke 262-689-5456 

Ken Beier 715-891-2705 

Joanne Pierce 414-477-5804 

Shawn McCormick 715-605-2552 
 

Church Service Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

 

WELCOME GUESTS 

 

We invite you to sign our guest book and/or complete a visitor card to help us remember you.  Here 

at Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church we celebrate Holy Communion whenever we gather, and 

we would like to invite you to join us, as all are welcome to the Lord’s table here. 

Thank you for joining us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Recorded Services:   
 

 
All Sunday services at Shepherd of the Lakes are recorded and put on You Tube.   

Go to the Church website at www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org and look for the    symbol.  

              Click on this symbol to take you to the Church’s YouTube site. 

 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Empowered by the power of the Holy Spirit and rooted in the Good News of Jesus Christ, 

we are a loving community that follows Jesus & seeks to hear the Word of God  

and practice it in our daily lives. 

 

 

 

           For those of you worshipping with us at home – You can mail your donations to: 

      Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church   2903 State HWY 155,  PO Box 130   Sayner, WI 54560 

   Or on the church website – www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org     

You can donate through our PayPal account.      

   “Thank you for your continued support of our ministry together.” 

 

http://www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org/
http://www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKpo38P-dsFfi84_re5DSRQ
http://www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org/
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Readings for September 6, 2026   15th Sunday After Pentecost  

 

First Reading   Ezekiel 33: 7-11  

Psalm    119: 33-40                          

Second Reading    Romans 13: 8-14 

Holy Gospel   Matthew 18: 15-20 

 

Called to Community 

 

Jesus says, “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them” 

(Matt. 18:20). In these Sundays after Pentecost, we are repeatedly reminded that God has 

not abandoned us and that Christ’s resurrection and ascension are a beginning for us, not an 

end. The readings this week focus on the practical work of the gathered Christian 

community: turning from sin to repentance, from conflict to reconciliation. The question is 

as relevant today as it was for the disciples and the first Christians: How do we live 

together, work together, as the body of Christ? We have been saved by grace, liberated by 

God’s love to love one another. What does it mean for us and for our community to “put on 

the Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 13:14) and to clothe ourselves in love? 

We keep asking these questions because the way we gather as Christians continues to be 

profoundly countercultural. We do not gather as a social club, drawn and kept together only 

by shared demographics and interests. If church is only a social club, there is no reason to 

continue to gather if conflict arises, if uncomfortable issues are raised, or if “the way it’s 

always been” begins to change. If church is only a social club, there is no reason to do the 

hard work of reconciliation and forgiveness. 

God calls us into community knowing that being in community is hard. In scripture we can 

find practical guidance for gathering through good and hard times. The Holy Spirit is 

always at work—in, through, and among us—to gather and regather us again. In 

community we meet and become Christ’s body in ways that are impossible for us as 

individuals; all the commandments are fulfilled in this call to neighbor-love (Rom. 13:9). 

 

 

Thank You to Karen Carter, Lay Minister, for leading service today! 
 

 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP SERVICES AT 9:00 A.M. 

Holy Communion is offered at every service.  All are welcome. The Sunday service will be live-

streamed and recorded and available for viewing on YouTube later on Sundays. 
 

 

                                             SPECIAL MUSICAL SERMON 

Please enjoy our “Congregational Hymn Sermon” today. Congregants were asked for their  

favorite hymns, and some or all of those hymns will replace the sermon for today.  
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ALTAR FLOWERS - INFORMATION ON HOW TO SIGN UP 

 

Contact Person - Jo Ann Kehl Cell 715-892-0413 

 

The Sign-Up Sheets are located in the Narthex on the shelf under the Lutheran Rose. 

     STEP ONE: 

            Sign up for the date you wish to provide the set of two altar bouquets 

     STEP TWO: 

                 You can provide flowers in two ways: 

     1. You may purchase your own flowers and bring them to church. 

     2. You may contact Jo Ann Kehl, and she will order them for you. Just let her know  

what flowers you would like and how much you would like to spend. You can then  

write a check to Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church for that amount and designate  

it as “Altar Flower Donation”.    

      ANY QUESTIONS?   Contact Jo Ann 
 

 

WEEKEND BACKPACK PROGRAM 

Please consider making a donation for this very worthwhile program headed up by the Krieck 

family. Pink envelopes are located on the Narthex table for your use. 
 
 

QUILTING  

Please join the quilting group at 9 a.m. on the third Wednesday of each month. You don’t  

need to know how to quilt or sew – if you can tie knots, they can use your help!  
 

 

CALL COMMITTEE 

Here are the Call Committee members. Please feel free to contact them if you have any questions. 

    Lloyd Andersen                715-892-3513                                                                              

    Karen Carter                     715-542-4049 or 715-525-1733 

    Ginger Eade                      608-317-9563 

    Shawn McCormick           715-605-2552 

    Joanne Pierce                    414-477-5804 

    Charlie Rice - Chairman   715-617-1398 or 715-479-9336 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL 

Church school will start up on Wednesday, October 21st! 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS TODAY 

Altar flowers today are provided by Shawn and Karin McCormick in honor of their 31st Wedding 

Anniversary. Congratulations to them both! 

 

ATTENDANCE  

 Wednesday, August 19: 8 

Sunday, August 23: 42 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

 
 

Pray for those dealing with current issues:   

Dick, Teresa, Tracey, Jessica, Deb, Tom A., Lloyd, Jim C., Sharon B., Sue L., Gordon S.,  

Sharon G., Tom P, and Ken H. 

 

(Please let us know if/when names should be removed from this “current issues” list or moved to “ongoing list”) 

 

Pray for those with ongoing health issues:   

Larry, Mary Lou, Graham, Holli, Ericka, Mike, Shelle, Bob B., Ron, Bonnie, Carolyn, Beth, 

Shirley, John, Kim, Barb, and Crystal L.  

 

Pray for those serving in the Armed Forces:  

Adam & Brittany, Brooks, Will, Sgt. Keara, Alex, Jared, and Dylan  

 

Pray for those in nursing homes or homebound:  

Elisabeth 

 

Pray for peace and consoling comfort for the families of those who have passed: 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Special Prayers 

Please keep our church council, the Call Committee and every member 

of this congregation in your prayers as we search for a new Shepherd. 

 
 

 

Please or email Jean Maines at jamaines2012@gmail.com or text her at 715-891-3344  

or contact Sharon Brooker at plclerk@gmail.com or text her at 715-892-7049, 

if you would like to be included on the prayer chain list or if you are in need of prayers. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:jamaines2012@gmail.com
mailto:plclerk@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=christian+borders+clip+art&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1344&bih=668&tbm=isch&tbnid=APp19DEbayYuMM:&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-10768.html&docid=SYZExp5Mf83twM&imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/7/4/b/4/11954314431592312144religious_hands_hans-jue_01.svg.hi.png&w=390&h=593&ei=hBHKT8e1M8OM6QGA5-21Aw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=549&vpy=276&dur=1966&hovh=277&hovw=182&tx=105&ty=135&sig=108872131128952066485&page=1&tbnh=156&tbnw=103&start=0&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:15,s:0,i:103
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CONTACT INFO 

 

In addition to any listed office hours, we are also available anytime by phone! 

 

Treasurer – Jean Maines (715) 542-4213 or (715) 891-3344 

Email: treasurer@sotlsayner.com or jamaines2012@gmail.com 
 

Secretary – Sharon Brooker (715) 892-7049 

Email: secretary@sotlsayner.com or plclerk@gmail.com  

Office Hours on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons 
 

Karen Carter, Lay Minister 

kcarter@nnex.net  

(715) 542-4049 or (715) 525-1733 
 

 

BOOKSHELF REMINDER 

Remember to check out the bookshelves in the south entryway! All books are there to be shared 

and you are also welcome to leave books if you wish.  

 

CHOIR PRACTICE 

Choir practice will continue to meet on Sunday after church (10:30 am). Please join us – we would 

love to have lots of new voices!! We look forward to seeing you there! 

     

              
 

 

ENDOWMENT FUND BOARD 

The endowment fund board is decreased to one person at this time. It should consist of 5 people.  

We are looking for four more members and hope you would consider taking a position on the 

Board. The Board meets 4 times per year and reviews the brief financial statements and at the end 

of the year decides how to disburse the annual increase in the actual value of the fund. 
 

So…if you would be available for a short meeting four times a year and want to help guide the 

benevolence giving of this fund, please contact Mitzi Pockat at 715-891-5977. 

 

mailto:treasurer@sotlsayner.com
mailto:jamaines2012@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@sotlsayner.com
mailto:plclerk@gmail.com
mailto:kcarter@nnex.net
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        Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church   
     A Member Congregation of The North American Lutheran Church (NALC)      

                                                           and 

                              The Augsburg Lutheran Churches (ALC) 

              14th Sunday After Pentecost, August 30, 2026 

 

                       Greeting & Announcements 

 

Invocation                                  (Please remain seated.) 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.  
Amen. 

 

Confession And Forgiveness 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that  

we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness  

of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.    Amen. 
 

Compassionate God, 

 We confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world  

and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse.  Jealousy and 

bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking 

justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn  

our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

  

        

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us  

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of  ✞ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through  

the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
 

             Amen 
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Gathering Song           “Lift High The Cross” ELW 660 
 

                                                           (Please stand as you are comfortable) 
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Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

                            And also with you. 

 

Opening Dialog        (Philippians 4:4-6) 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always. Say it again: Rejoice!                                                                                                    

Let gentleness be evident to all, for the Lord is near. 
 

Let us not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer                                                               

and petition with thanksgiving, present our requests to God. 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always. Say it again: Rejoice! 
 

Let gentleness be evident to all, for the Lord is near.    

 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

 

Let us pray…. 
 

  O Lord God,  

 Enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without  

your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful,  

and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

   Amen. 
 

 

 

First Reading             Jeremiah 15: 15-21  

 The Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 26:1-8 

 1 Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived with integrity; 

  I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered. 

 2 Test me, O Lord, and try me; 

  examine my heart and my mind. 

 3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes; 

  I have walked faithfully with you. 

 4 I have not sat with the worthless, 

  nor do I consort with the deceitful.  

 5 I have hated the company of evildoers; 

  I will not sit down with the wicked. 

 6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, 

  that I may go in procession round your altar, 

 7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving 

  and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 

 8 Lord, I love the house in which you dwell 

  and the place where your glory abides.  
 

 

 

            

Second Reading       Romans 12: 9-21 

 

 The Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation              (Please stand as you are comfortable) 
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The Holy Gospel According to…. 
 

   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading        Matthew 16: 21-28 

 

The Gospel of the Lord…. 

 

                      Glory to you, O Christ. 

 
 

                                  (Please be Seated) 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon       Musical Sermon Today 

 

 



11 

 

“I Know That My Redeemer Lives”  ELW 619 
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“Great is Thy Faithfulness” ELW 733 
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“You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore”  ELW 817 

 
 

“On Eagles’s Wings” WOV 779 
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Hymn of the Day            “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” ELW 504 
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Apostles Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by  

the power of  the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 

 under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 

 into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is 

 seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 

 living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion  

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the  

life everlasting.  
 

Amen 

 

 

 

Prayers of the People 
  

 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  And also with you.                   

                    (Please share the peace as you are comfortable, then please be seated) 

                               

 

Offering                 (We will receive our offering today in the traditional manner) 
 

                           For those of you worshipping with us at home -You can mail your donations to: 

Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church 

2903 State Hwy 155  PO Box 130  Sayner, WI  54560 

Or on the church website www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org You can donate through our PayPal account. 

“Thank you for your continued support of our ministry together.” 

 

 

Offertory: The Choir will sing “Lord of the Dance” by Carter and Pote 

http://www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org/
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Presentation Of Gifts     

 

Offertory Prayer  
 

God of creation, 

 You send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 

 All blessings are from you; 

 make us generous with what we have. 

 Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 

 in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 

 today and always. 

    Amen. 
 

 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution      (Service of Distribution) 

             (These elements have been consecrated by Pastor Rich Little) 
 

As we gather before these consecrated elements of bread and wine for the celebration  

of Holy Communion, we hear again the story of God’s mighty acts and of the love  

shown us in the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. With thanksgiving we 

remembered that “in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 

it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

       We are given assurance of our Lord’s presence through the gift of his Holy Spirit.  

As we prepare to receive this bread of life and this cup of blessing, we pray that we may be 

strengthened through our participation in the body of Christ. 
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I invite you to join with me and let us pray with confidence the words that our Savior gave 

us. 

 

Lords Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   

Amen 
 
 

Invitation 

 

 

Distribution                                         (Please be seated)  

 
 

As often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. All is ready, all are welcome, our Lord and Savior invites  

us to come. 
 

 
All are welcome to receive the Lord's Body and Blood who are baptized and believe that Jesus 

Christ, crucified and risen, is truly present in, with, and under the forms of bread and wine for 

the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. Small children and others that wish not  

to commune may come forward for a blessing.   
 

  

                            ALL ARE WELCOME TO THE LORD’S TABLE. 
 

 

Please come forward as the ushers direct, receive the bread in your hand and then receive the 

wine by dipping the host into the wine (chalice). Grape juice is also offered as an alternative to 

the wine in the clear chalice. We also have gluten free wafers for those in need, simply ask for 

them when you come forward.  
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Communion Hymns    “Just As I Am, Without One Plea” ELW 592 
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“Let Us Break Bread Together” ELW 471 
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Communion Blessing     (Please stand as you are comfortable) 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep  

you in his grace. 
 

Amen 

 

 

Prayer 
 

 Sustaining God, 
 

 With this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 

 By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us 

 living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of  

 Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

    Amen. 
 

 

 

 

Blessing/Benediction 

 

 The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of  

 Jesus Christ. 

 The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through  

 the interceding of the Spirit. 

 The God of Grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

  Amen 
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Sending Hymn                    “Beautiful Savior” ELW 838 

   

Please stand as you are comfortable 
 

 



24 

 

Dismissal 
 

 Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Please join us for coffee and fellowship after the service. 

Second Sunday of each month join us for brunch after the service. 
 

 

 
 

Calendar for Week of August 31 to September 6, 2026  
 

Wednesday  September 2, 2026 Mid-Week Service 5:30 p.m. 

Thursday September 3, 2026 Text Study 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday September 6, 2026 Worship Service 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday September 6, 2026 Choir Practice 10:30 a.m. 

** Music copied and used under our One License Arrangement** 

 

 

Next Council Meeting:   

September 20, 2026 at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

Church School will start on Wednesday, October 21 

 
Check our calendar of events on the church website for 

times and dates of events and worship services. 
 
 

Website:  www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org 

FaceBook:  Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church – Sayner, WI 

Instagram: sotlsayner 

 

                
     Augsburg Lutheran Churches                    North American Lutheran Church 

    (ALC)                             (NALC) 

      augsburglutheranchurches .org                                 thenalc.org  

 
 

 


