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Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church

A Member congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC)

and

Augsburg Lutheran Churches (ALC)
Website: www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org

(715) 542-3701
Ministers: The people of the Parish

Council:
President: Mike Pockat 715-892-4488
Vice President: Sharon Rice 715-891-0259
Tracey Ahlborn 612-716-6008
Jim Luebke 262-689-5456
Ken Beier 715-891-2705
Joanne Pierce 414-477-5804
Shawn McCormick 715-605-2552

Church Service Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

WELCOME GUESTS

We invite you to sign our guest book and/or complete a visitor card to help us remember you.

Here at Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church we celebrate Holy Communion whenever we

gather, and we would like to invite you to join us, as all are welcome to the Lord’s table here.
Thank you for joining us.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Empowered by the power of the Holy Spirit and rooted in the Good News of Jesus Christ,
we are a loving community that follows Jesus & seeks to hear the Word of God
and practice it in our daily lives.

Recorded Services:
All Sunday services at Shepherd of the Lakes are recorded and put on You Tube.
O VouTube

Go to the Church website at www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org and look for the
Click on this symbol to take you to the Church’s YouTube site.

symbol.

For those of you worshipping with us at home — You can mail your donations to:
Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church 2903 State HWY 155, PO Box 130 Sayner, WI 54560
Or on the church website — www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org
You can donate through our PayPal account.
“Thank you for your continued support of our ministry together.”
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Readings for May 3, 2026 5th Sunday Season of Easter

First Reading Acts 7: 55-60
Psalm 31:1-5,15-16
Second Reading 1 Peter 2: 2-10
Holy Gospel John 14: 1-14

The words of today’s gospel are most often heard during a funeral service. It is a popular choice
of scripture for that occasion because the words provide wonderful assurance that the one who
has died in Christ has now taken up residence in their heavenly home. The gospel begins by
Jesus saying that he will prepare a place for each one of us. But as the text continues, we can
see that our place is not an isolated room of our own in a giant heavenly mansion. Jesus’ words
are less about a place than a relationship: our relationship with Jesus and God the Father. They
tell us that in Jesus we know all we need to know about God, and just as we can have a
relationship with another human person, we can also have a relationship with God that will one
day be as real and obvious as are our relationships with one another. The hope of one day being
with Christ fully and forever is as real as the works we are called to do in his name today.

This text allows us the opportunity to contemplate what is ultimately unknowable, yet is also a
central part of our faith: what heaven will be like.

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP SERVICES AT 9:00 A.M.
Holy Communion is offered at every service. All are welcome. The Sunday service will be
live-streamed and recorded and available for viewing on YouTube later on Sundays.

WEDNESDAY SERVICES
Mid-week services will start back up on May 28" at 5:30 p.m. and run throughout the summer.
Come join us - and spread the word!



ALTAR FLOWERS - INFORMATION ON HOW TO SIGN UP
Contact Person - Jo Ann Kehl Cell 715-892-0413

The Sign-Up Sheets are located in the Narthex on the shelf under the Lutheran Rose.

STEP ONE:

Sign up for the date you wish to provide the set of two altar bouquets

STEP TWO:

You can provide flowers in two ways:

1. You may purchase your own flowers and bring them to church.

2. You may contact Jo Ann Kehl and she will order them for you. Just let her know
what flowers you would like and how much you would like to spend. You can then
write a check to Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church for that amount and designate
it as Altar Flower Donation.

ANY QUESTIONS? Contact Jo Ann

WEEKEND BACKPACK PROGRAM

With the additional number of children receiving weekly food supplements during the
school year, we have finally depleted the weekend backpack fund. Please consider making
a donation for this very worthwhile program headed up by the Krieck family. Pink
envelopes are located on the Narthex table for your use.

CONTACT INFO

In addition to the listed office hours, we are also available anytime by phone!

Treasurer — Jean Maines (715) 542-4213 or (715) 891-3344
Email: treasurer@sotlsayner.com or jamaines2012@gmail.com

Secretary — Sharon Brooker (715) 892-7049
Email: secretary@sotlsayner.com or plclerk@gmail.com
Office Hours on Wednesday and Thursday from Noon — 4 pm
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PRAYER REQUESTS

Pray for those dealing with current issues:
Jim C., Dick, Alyce, Teresa, Joan’s brother David, Holli, Beth, Tracey, Bonnie, Marsha, Jessica
Deb, Tom, Lloyd and Kendy.

(Please let us know if/when names should be removed from this “current issues” list or moved to “ongoing list”)

Pray for those with ongoing health issues:
Larry, Mary Lou, Graham, Ericka, Mike, Shelle, Sharon G., Bob, Ron, Carolyn, Beth, Shirley,
John, Kim, and Barb.

Pray for those serving in the Armed Forces:
Adam & Brittany, Brooks, Will, Sgt. Keara, Alex, Jared, and Dylan

Pray for those in nursing homes or homebound:
Elisabeth

Pray for peace and consoling comfort for the families of those who have passed:

Special Prayers
Please keep our church council, the Call Committee and every member of this congregation
in your prayers as we search for a new Shepherd.

Please or email Jean Maines at treasureri@SOTLsayner.com or text her at 715-891-3344
or contact Sharon Brooker at plclerk@gmail.com or text her at 715-892-7049,
if you would like to be included on the prayer chain list or if you are in need of prayers.
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Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church

A Member Congregation of The North American Lutheran Church (NALC)

The Augsburg Lutillz:li'an Churches (ALC)
Fourth Sunday Of Easter, April 26, 2026 &\/\Z\\[\*
Greeting — ] f/}
Alleluia! Christ is risen! F=
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The Lord be with you!
And also with you!

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

We begin in the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God,

We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not trusted
you with our whole heart; we have not loved one another as you have loved
us. In your compassion, forgive our sin and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our
light and our truth.

Amen

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of

Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are * forgiven, and God
remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.  Amen.



Gathering Hymn “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” ELW 807
(Please Stand As You Are Comfortable)

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev -’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;

2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer: “Hith-er by thy help I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of Iloud-est praise.

and 1 hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to ar - rive at home.
let that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heart to thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,

Je - sus sought me when a strang -er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God 1 love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I  still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in -ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.
Ng * - - - - A nat
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Text: Robert Robinson, 1735—-1790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813
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Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

God of all Power,

You called from death our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep.
Send us as shepherds to rescue the lost, to heal the injured, and to feed
one another with knowledge and understanding, through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Acts 2: 42-47

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 23

' The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
>The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
*Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
% Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Second Reading 1 Peter 2: 19-25

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please stand as you are comfortable for the Gospel Acclamation)



Gospel Acclamation
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Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia, Lord to whom shall we
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life: Al-1le - lu - ial
The Holy Gospel

The Holy Gospel According to....
Glory to you, O Lord.

John 10: 1-10

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

Sermon Tracey Ahlborn




Hymn of the Day “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” ELW 789

(Please stand as you are comfortable)

Savior, like A Shepherd Lead Us
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1 Sav-ior like a shep-herd lead |us; much we need your ten - der care.
2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3 You have prom-ised to re - ceive us, poor and sin - ful though we be;
4 Ear - ly let us seek your fa - wvor, ear - ly let us do your will;
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In your pleas-ant pas-tures feed us, for our use your fold pre-pare.
keep your flock, from sin de - fend us, seek us when we go a - stray.
you have mer-cy to re - lieve us, grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
bless -ed Lord and on - ly Sav - ior, with your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we  pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear - ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us still.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear - ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved wus, love us still.
-
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Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847
Music: BRADBURY, William B. Bradbury, 1816—1868
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Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen

Prayers of the People

Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(Please share the peace as you are comfortable and then be seated)
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Offering (We will receive our offering today in the traditional manner)

For those of you worshipping with us at home -You can mail your donations to:
Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church 2903 State Hwy 155 Sayner, WI 54560
Or on the church website www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org You can donate through our PayPal account.

“Thank you for your continued support of our ministry together.”

Offering Hymn “I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me” ELW 860

I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
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1 I'm SO glad I'm glad
2 Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound,
3 When 1 was in trou - ble, When I was in trou - ble,
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I'm SO glad
Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound,
When [ was in trou - ble,

04 .

Je-sus hift-ed me,

: ! I
J — —
sing-ing glo-ry, hal -le-lu - jah! Je - sus lift - ed me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: JESUS LIFTED ME, African American spiritual

Presentation of Gifts (Please stand as you are comfortable.)
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Offertory Prayer
Holy God,

Gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish
your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any
way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the
bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your Hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and Praise.

The Great Thanksgiving (Service of Distribution)

As we gather before these consecrated elements of bread and wine for the celebration of
Holy Communion, we hear again the story of God’s mighty acts and of the love shown us in the
death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. With thanksgiving we remembered that “in the
night in which he was betrayed, he took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

We are given assurance of our Lord’s presence through the gift of his Holy Spirit. As we
prepare to receive this bread of life and this cup of blessing, we pray that we may be
strengthened through our participation in the body of Christ.

LORD’S PRAYER
I invite you join with me and let us pray with confidence the words that our Savior gave us.
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The Lord’s

Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.
Distribution (As the ushers direct people to communion, please be seated.)
Blest Be the Tie That Binds
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1 Blest be the tie that binds our  hearts 1In Chris - tan  love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’s throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - twal woes, our mu - tual bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free;
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the u - ni- ty of heart and mind is like to that a - bove.
our fears, our hopes,our aims are one, our com - forts and our cares.
and of - ten for each oth - er flows the sym - pa - thiz-ing tear.
and per - fect love and friend-ship reign through all e - ter - ni - ty.
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Text: John Fawcett, 17401817, alt.
Music: DENNIS, Johann G. Nageli, 1773—-1836, adapt.
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Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether
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you are in the midst of them. Al-le - lu - ia!
break the bread and bless the cup, Al-le - lu - ia!
we may be dis - ci - ples true. Al-le - lu - ia!
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Al-le - Iu - ial Touch we now your gar - ment’s hem.
Al-le - Tu - ia! so now bind our friend - ship up.
Al-le - lu - ia! We will serve with  faith a - new.
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Text: Percy Dearmer, 1867—-1936, alt.

Music: UNION SEMINARY, Harold Friedell, 1905-1958

Text from Songs of Praise Enlarged Edition, © Oxford University Press 1931.

Music © 1957, 1985 H. W. Gray, admin. CPP/Belwin.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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TABLE BLESSING (Please stand as you are able for the remainder of the service.)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his grace.

Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

We give you thanks,

Generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as witnesses to the
resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

May the God of peace, who raised from the dead our Lord Jesus, provide us
with every good thing we need in order to do his will; and the blessing of

almighty God, Father, Son T and Holy Spirit, be with you all, now and
forever.

Amen.

16



CLOSING HYMN “Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing” ELW 545

Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
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1 Lord, dis - miss us with your bless-ing, fill our hearts with joy and peace;

|

rrr

SEFS
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3 Sav - ior, when your love shall call us from our strug-gling pil-grim way,
. ™ o
Ve e L
Z— - — . =
F . . I B |
1 I [ | ! I I I [
(hF e 4 PR e PEErE e o
Aj;aar?*aar g
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May the fruits of  your sal - va - tion in our heartsand lives a - bound.
let no fear of death ap - pall us, glad your sum-mons to o - bey.
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Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt.
Music: SICILIAN MARINERS, Sicilian, 18th cent.

Go in the peace of the risen Christ. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-’ling through this wil-der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to  your truth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in  end-less day.
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Calendar for Week of April 27 to May 3, 2026

Tuesday April 28, 2026 Bible Study “The Chosen” 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday April 29, 2026 Church School 3:45 p.m.
Thursday May 1, 2026 Text Study 9:00 a.m.
Sunday May 3, 2026 Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Next Council Meeting:

Today, April 26, 2026 at 10:30 a.m.

Upcoming Events:
Last day of Church School will be May 13, 2026!!

Check our calendar of events on the church website for
times and dates of events and worship services.

Website: www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org
FaceBook: Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church — Sayner, WI
Instagram: sotlsayner

Augsburg Lutheran Churches North American Lutheran Church

(ALC) (NALC)
augsburglutheranchurches .org thenalc.org
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