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Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church  
    2903 State Hwy 155 · Sayner, Wisconsin 54560 · 715-542-3701 

            Website:  www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org 

 
MINSTERS:         THE PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 

 
William Wendorf, Pastor 715-617-6477 

 

Council:  

President:  Mike Pockat 715-892-4488 

Vice President:  Jack Carlson 612-889-1250 

Tracey Ahlborn 612-716-6008 

Karen Carter 715-542-4049 

Jackie Jungemann 630-450-2247 

Sharon Rice 715-479-9336 

Jeanne Kroll 715-542-2797 

Bill Sima 715-542-4375 

 

Church Service Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WELCOME GUESTS 

 

We invite you to sign our guest book and/or complete a visitor card to help us remember you.  

Please let us know if we can serve you in any way. Everyone is welcome to Holy Communion 

at Shepherd of the Lakes. Come forward as ushers direct, receive the wafer in your hand and 

move to the wine which is served in the chalice or individual portions as you prefer. We offer 

grape juice as an alternative to wine. Gluten-free wafers are also available at your request from 

communion servers when you partake. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Recorded Services:   

All Sunday services at Shepherd of the Lakes are recorded and put on You Tube.   

Go to the Church website at 

www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org 

           and look for the    symbol. 

Click on this symbol to take you to the Church’s YouTube site. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Empowered by the power of the Holy Spirit and rooted in the Good News of Jesus Christ, we are a loving 

community that follows Jesus & seeks to hear the Word of God and practice it in our daily lives. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKpo38P-dsFfi84_re5DSRQ
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Readings for February 11, 2024 : 

 

First Reading  2 Kings 2: 1-12           

Psalm   50: 1-6                             

Second Reading  2 Corinthians 4: 3-6               

Holy Gospel  Mark 9: 2-9 

 

 
 

Transfiguration: Amazing Then and Now 
 

Imagine what would happen if someone from the days of Jesus were suddenly transported to 

our present. How would someone accustomed to walking everywhere respond to driving in a 

car at top speed, let alone flying in a jet? How would someone who spends their life depending 

on—at best—oil lamps for light respond to electric lights? It is fun to muse at how people might 

respond, as we reflect on how sophisticated we are. 

Now imagine if the scene were reversed. How would someone accustomed to understanding 

much in the world around them respond to an event as otherworldly as the transfiguration? We 

understand volcanoes and the northern lights. We can explain lightning and thunder. We know 

about germs and disease transmission. So what would we do when confronted with something 

so amazing, awesome, and unexplainable? 

The transfiguration is one of those ancient events that still puzzle us. What really happened to 

Jesus that day? Since we cannot go back to that time, we are left to speculate. We take stabs in 

the dark and make educated guesses, but at the end of the day we are left with a holy mystery to 

ponder. 

Whatever happened that day, there is a timeless spiritual reality behind the physical details 

Mark gives us. God sometimes uses extreme and amazing methods to transform us when we 

open ourselves to the Holy Spirit. God’s spirit transfigured Jesus then. That same Spirit is still 

transforming people today. We don’t have to explain first-century miracles to trust that God’s 

transforming Spirit is timeless and at work within each of us today. We do not have to 

understand everything to see the beauty of God at work in the world, continually transfiguring 

us into the people we were created to be. 

 

 

      For those of you worshipping with us at home – You can mail your donations to: 

      Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church 

   2903 State HWY 155   PO Box 130   Sayner, WI 54560 

   Or on the church website – www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org 

   You can donate through our PayPal account. 

    “Thank you for your continued support of our ministry together.” 
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CHURCH SERVICES: 

Regular Sunday morning services at 9:00 a.m. Holy Communion is offered at every service.  

All are welcome. The Sunday service will be live-streamed and recorded and available for 

viewing on YouTube later on Sundays. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL 

Church School every Wednesday begins at 3:45 pm for ages 4 – Grade 7 (unless Northland 

Pines School District is out). For more information, please call (715) 542-4049. 
 

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

Tuesday Bible Study will be every other Tuesday at 3 p.m. at Shepherd of the Lakes. We will 

have two studies each month, on the second and fourth Tuesdays at 3 pm, unless they occur 

during a holiday. We will again be continuing with the Ray Vanderlaan video series. Next 

scheduled studies are on Tuesday, February 13th and Tuesday, February 27th at 3 pm. 

 

ROCK MINISTRIES 

From Jack Carlson: 

As Treasurer of Northwoods Share in Eagle River, I work at community dinners at The Rock 

ministry in Eagle River every 1st and 3rd Tuesday evening at 4:30.  SOTL members are 

welcome to volunteer and attend as we support this mission as part of our benevolence funding 

at SOTL. 

 

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: 

Sunday, February 25th at 10:30 am 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICES 

Wednesday evening services will begin again starting with Ash Wednesday, February 14th. 

(There will be no Soup Supper for Ash Wednesday.) All other Lenten services will be held after 

Soup Supper, at 6 pm. Please join us for the Soup Supper at 5:15 pm and then join us for the 

Lenten Service. 

After Easter, Wednesday evening services will continue to be held at 6 pm until Thanksgiving 

Eve. Communion is offered at all Wednesday services. We look forward to seeing you there!  

 

CHILI LUNCH 

Please help support the Vilas County Humane Society! Shepherd of the Lakes will be holding a 

Chili Lunch from 11 am to 3 pm on Saturday, February 24th. Chili and other soups will be 

available for a free-will donation to the Humane Society. Please contact Karen Carter if you 

have any questions (715) 542-4049. 

 

DEFIBRILLATOR 

Reminder: The defibrillator is located in the Coat Room Area for emergencies. 
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CONTACT INFO FOR SECRETARY 

In case you want/need to contact the Church Secretary, you are welcome to email me (Sharon)  

at: secretary@shepherdofthelakeschurch.org or plclerk@gmail.com.  

You can also call me at (715) 892-7049.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     PRAYER REQUESTS   

      

 
(Please note: “Current Issue” listings remain in the bulletin for three weeks and then are removed unless 

instructions are received to move that listing to the “ongoing health issues” list) 

 

Pray for those dealing with current issues:   

Deb, Brian, Jeanne, Ray and Lynn and Barb. 
 

Pray for those with ongoing health issues:   

Larry, Mary Lou, Brian, Melody, Bob B., Graham, Ericka, and Shelle. 

 

Pray for those serving in the Armed Forces:   

Brian, Adam & Brittany, Brooks, Will, Sgt. Keara, Alex, Jared, Noah, and Dylan. 
 

Pray for those in nursing homes or homebound:  

Elisabeth 

 

Pray for the families of those who have passed: 

Betsy Tarkowski; Karen Nijzink, (sister of Charlie S.) 
 

 

Please email Bill Wendorf at pastor@SOTLsayner.com or text to 715-617-6477 or email  

Jean Maines at treasurer@SOTLsayner.com  if you would like to be included on the prayer chain list.  

Prayer requests are sent out via email. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:secretary@shepherdofthelakeschurch.org
mailto:plclerk@gmail.com
mailto:treasurer@SOTLsayner.com
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=christian+borders+clip+art&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1344&bih=668&tbm=isch&tbnid=APp19DEbayYuMM:&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-10768.html&docid=SYZExp5Mf83twM&imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/7/4/b/4/11954314431592312144religious_hands_hans-jue_01.svg.hi.png&w=390&h=593&ei=hBHKT8e1M8OM6QGA5-21Aw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=549&vpy=276&dur=1966&hovh=277&hovw=182&tx=105&ty=135&sig=108872131128952066485&page=1&tbnh=156&tbnw=103&start=0&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:15,s:0,i:103
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Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church 
                          Sayner, Wisconsin 
 

       Fifth Sunday After Epiphany, February 4th, 2024   

  
    

Welcome and Announcements 
 
Invocation                  (Please remain seated) 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Amen. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Amen 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 

sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  

Amen 

 

 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our 

sins. As a called minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 

you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. 
 

Amen 
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Gathering Hymn   “Praise To The Lord, The Almighty” LBW 543 

 

(Please Stand as you are Comfortable) 
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Opening Dialogue  
 

God spoke through the prophet, “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.” 

God calls us by name, we belong to God. 

“When you pass through the waters…” 

God will be with us. 

“When you pass through the rivers…” 

God will be with us. 

“When you walk through the fire…” 

God will be with us. 

God is our Savior, we are precious in God’s sight. 

Come let us worship our Savior, who leads us into life. 

 

Greeting   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with your all. 

  And also with you. 

 

Hymn of Praise
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Prayer of the Day
         

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. 

   

Almighty God,  

 you sent your only Son as the Word of life for our eyes to see and our ears to hear. 

 Help us to believe with joy what the Scriptures proclaim, through Jesus Christ our 

 Lord.    

   Amen. 

                                        
                                        (Please be seated)   

 

First Lesson   Isaiah 40:21-31 

 21Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

  Has it not been told you from the beginning? 

  Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 

 22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 

  and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 

 who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 

  and spreads them like a tent to live in; 

 23who brings princes to naught, 

  and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 

 

 24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 

  scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 

 when he blows upon them, and they wither, 

  and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 

 

 25To whom then will you compare me, 

  or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 

 26Lift up your eyes on high and see: 

  Who created these? 

 He who brings out their host and numbers them, 

  calling them all by name; 

 because he is great in strength, 

  mighty in power, 

  not one is missing. 
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27Why do you say, O Jacob, 

  and speak, O Israel, 

 “My way is hidden from the LORD, 

  and my right is disregarded by my God”? 

 28Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

 The LORD is the everlasting God, 

  the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

 He does not faint or grow weary; 

  his understanding is unsearchable. 

 29He gives power to the faint, 

  and strengthens the powerless. 

 30Even youths will faint and be weary, 

  and the young will fall exhausted; 

 31but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, 

  they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

 they shall run and not be weary, 

  they shall walk and not faint. 

 

  The word of the Lord. 

           Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 
 1Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God! 

  How pleasant it is to honor God with praise! 

 2The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem, 

  and gathers the exiles of Israel. 

 3The LORD heals the brokenhearted 

  and binds up their wounds. 

 4The LORD counts the number of the stars 

  and calls them all by their names.  

 5Great is our LORD and mighty in power; 

  there is no limit to God’s wisdom. 

 6The LORD lifts up the lowly, 

  but casts the wicked to the ground. 

 7Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; 

  make music upon the harp to our God, 

 8who covers the heavens with clouds 

  and prepares rain for the earth, making grass to grow upon the mountains.  

 9God provides food for the cattle 

  and for the young ravens when they cry. 

 10God is not impressed by the might of a horse, 

  and has no pleasure in the speed of a runner, 

 11but finds pleasure in those who fear the LORD, 

  in those who await God’s steadfast love. Hallelujah!  
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Second Lesson   1 Corinthians 9:16-23 

16If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, 

and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! 17For if I do this of my own will, I have a 

reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. 18What then is my 

reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to 

make full use of my rights in the gospel. 

 19For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might 

win more of them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the 

law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win 

those under the law. 21To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I am 

not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside the law. 
22To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all 

people, that I might by all means save some. 23I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may 

share in its blessings. 

 
 

The word of the Lord. 

 

            Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Alleluia          (Please Stand as You are Comfortable) 
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Gospel Reading 

 

The Holy Gospel According to…… 

 

         Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

 

 

Mark 1:29-39 

29As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and 

Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they 

told him about her at once. 31He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever 

left her, and she began to serve them. 

 32That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. 
33And the whole city was gathered around the door. 34And he cured many who were sick with 

various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, 

because they knew him. 

 35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and 

there he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 37When they found him, they 

said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” 38He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring 

towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” 39And 

he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out 

demons. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

 

         Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

  

 

 

Sermon                           
           (Please be Seated) 
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Hymn of the Day       “God, Whose Almighty Word” LBW 400   
 

(Please Stand as you are Comfortable) 
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Apostles Creed   

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.* 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

 

The Peace   
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  And also with you. 
 

                     (Please greet your neighbor as you and your neighbor are comfortable) 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 
As the Lord’s Table is prepared and our offering is received: 

Please join in singing “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” ELW 618 
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Offertory Hymn  (Please stand as you are comfortable as the offering is presented) 

 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Blessed are you, 

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 

with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives 

to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave 

himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 
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Holy Communion 

  

      The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

  

       Lift up your Hearts. 

  We lift them to the Lord. 

        

       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give him thanks and Praise. 

 

 

 It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 

 

 

Words of Institution 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

 

Invitation 

 

 
Communion Distribution  

 
Please be seated and come forward as the ushers direct.  

All those who wish to commune are welcomed to the Lord’s table. 
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Communion Songs    “Just As I Am, Without One Plea” ELW 592 
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“My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less” ELW 597 
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“All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” ELW 461 
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Communion Blessing    (Please Stand as You are Comfortable)  

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  

his grace. 

  Amen. 

 

Communion Prayer 
 

Gracious God,  

in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table with 

food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people 

in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Benediction 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen 
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Closing Hymn  “Praise The One Who Breaks The Darkness” ELW 843 
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DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

Please join us for coffee and fellowship after the service. 

Second Sunday of each month join us for brunch after the service. 
 

 

Calendar for Week of February 5 to February 11, 2024 

Wednesday February 7, 2024 Quilting  9:00 a.m. 

Wednesday February 7, 2024 Church School 3:45 p.m. 

Thursday February 8, 2024 Text Study 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday February 11, 2024 Worship Service/Brunch 9:00 a.m. 

 

Next Council Meeting: 

Sunday, February 25, 2024 at 10:30 am 
 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

Chili Lunch on February 24th 

 
 

Check our calendar of events on the church website for 

times and dates of events and worship services. 
 
 

Website:  www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org 

FaceBook:  Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church – Sayner, WI 

Instagram: sotlsayner 
 

 


