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Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church 

2903 State Hwy 155 · Sayner, Wisconsin 54560 · 715-542-3701 

Website:  www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org 
  

MINSTERS:         THE PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 

William Wendorf, LLM 715-617-6477 

Council:  

President:  Mike Pockat 715-892-4488 

Vice President:  Jack Carlson 612-889-1250 

Tracey Ahlborn 612-716-6008 

Karen Carter 715-542-4049 

Jackie Jungemann 630-450-2247 

Sharon Rice 715-479-9336 

Jeanne Kroll 715-542-2797 

Bill Sima 715-542-4375 
  

Church Services are held on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. and Wednesday evenings at 6 pm. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WELCOME GUESTS 

We invite you to sign our guest book and/or complete a visitor card to help us remember you.  

Please let us know if we can serve you in any way.  Everyone is welcome to Holy 

Communion at Shepherd of the Lakes.  Come forward as ushers direct, receive the wafer in 

your hand and move to the wine which is served in the chalice or individual portions as you 

prefer. We offer grape juice as an alternative to wine.  Gluten-free wafers are also available at 

your request from communion servers when you partake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Recorded Services:   

All Sunday services at Shepherd of the Lakes are recorded and put on You Tube.   

Go to the Church website at 

www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org 

           and look for the    symbol. 

Click on this symbol to take you to the Church’s YouTube site. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Empowered by the power of the Holy Spirit and rooted in the Good News of Jesus Christ, we are a loving 

community that follows Jesus & seeks to hear the Word of God and practice it in our daily lives. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKpo38P-dsFfi84_re5DSRQ


2 
 

Readings for September 24, 2023: 

First Reading  Jonah 3: 10—4:11 

Psalm   145: 1 - 8 

Second Reading  Philippians 1: 21 - 30  

Holy Gospel  Matthew 20: 1 - 16 

 

 

Discomfort: Sign of Grace? 

 
Poor Jonah. The guy never could get comfortable. He was uncomfortable with his God-

given call to preach to Nineveh; he was uncomfortable in the arms of the sailors as they 

hoisted him over the boat’s edge and tossed him into the sea; he was uncomfortable as 

the ocean’s raging waves flung him about like flotsam; he was—undoubtedly—

uncomfortable in the fish’s belly; and he was uncomfortable and downright angry with 

God’s mercy on the people of Nineveh. Jonah had a hard time getting comfortable with 

himself, and, even more so, Jonah was uneasy embracing the wideness of God’s grace. 

The same can be said about the laborers in Jesus’ parable here in Matthew 20. The 

laborers who came in the early morning hours grumbled against the landowner because 

they were paid the same as others who started later and worked fewer hours. These 

laborers are ill-at-ease with the landowner’s choice “to give to this last the same as I 

give to you.” Like Jonah, they are uncomfortable with the unchecked mercy offered by 

the landowner/God. God doesn’t play by our rules, and that can be very discomforting 

for us all. 

Our discomfort with grace manifests itself in all sorts of ways. It can be discomforting 

for us to engage the poor and the outcast of our society. It can be discomforting for us 

to welcome immigrants into our communities. It can be discomforting to address the 

pervasive racism that still surrounds us. And it can be very discomforting for us to open 

our lives to the transforming power of the cross of Christ, whereby “the last will be 

first, and the first will be last” (Matt. 20:16). 

Could it be that the more uncomfortable we become with the reckless love of God, the 

closer we are to understanding the meaning of grace? 

 

      For those of you worshipping with us at home – You can mail your donations to: 
      Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church 

   2903 State HWY 155   PO Box 130 
Sayner, WI 54560 

   Or on the church website – www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org 
   You can donate through our PayPal account. 

    “Thank you for your continued support of our ministry together.” 
 

http://www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org/
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FINANCIAL NOTES: 

  

                                        Attendance on 9/17:   54 

General Fund  

  

TOTAL:  

 

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: 

Today, September 24th, at 10:30 a.m. 

FELLOWSHIP BRUNCH: 

Please join us for coffee and fellowship each Sunday after worship. The second Sunday 

of each month will be our regular fellowship brunch. Bring a dish to pass as you wish. 

CHURCH SERVICES: 

Regular Sunday morning services at 9:00 a.m. and regular Wednesday evening services 

at 6 p.m. Both services offer Holy Communion at every service.  All are welcome. The 

Sunday service will be live-streamed and recorded and available for viewing on 

YouTube later on Sundays. 

CARITAS URGENT DONATION PLEA: 

Caritas-Minocqua, serves Vilas and Oneida counties by distributing funds to those in 

urgent and immediate need of assistance. They are currently experiencing a very high 

level of need and are in urgent need of donations to continue their work in assisting our 

community members that are desperate for help. They have two anonymous donors that 

have offered to match donations, each matching up to $5,000. Donate now and have 

your gift matched dollar for dollar! There are pink envelopes available in the Narthex 

for your donations.  

FOOD PANTRY: 

There are a lot of people in our area who depend on the food pantry. Please 

pick up an extra can or two as you shop and place in the brown basket in the 

coat room. Thank you! 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL: 

Church School every Wednesday begins at 3:45 pm for ages 4 – Grade 7. For more 

information, please call (715) 542-4049. 
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FLU SHOTS 

Vilas County Health Department will be here on Thursday, October 12, to administer 

Flu Shots from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. in the Meeting Room on the North end of the church. 

 

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

Tuesday Bible Study will begin on October 10th at 3 p.m. at Shepherd of the Lakes. 

Bible study will be held every other week, two times per month, every second and 

fourth Tuesday. 

 

 

 

               PRAYER REQUESTS        

 

(Please note: “Current Issue” listings remain in the bulletin for three weeks and then are 

removed unless instructions are received to move that listing to the “ongoing health issues” list) 

 

Pray for those dealing with current issues:   

Graham, Phyllis, Bob, Beth, Craig, David, Marcia, and Elaine. 

Pray for those with ongoing health issues:   

Gus, Larry, Mary Lou, Brian, Melody. 

Pray for those serving in the Armed Forces:   

Brian, Adam & Brittany, Brooks, Will, Sgt. Keara, Alex, Jared, Noah. 

Pray for those in nursing homes or homebound:  

Elisabeth. 

Pray for the families of those who have passed: 

 

Please email Bill Wendorf at pastor@SOTLsayner.com or text to 715-617-6477 or email  

Jean Maines at secretary@SOTLsayner.com  if you would like to be included on the prayer 

chain list.  Prayer requests are sent out via email. 

mailto:secretary@SOTLsayner.com
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=christian+borders+clip+art&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1344&bih=668&tbm=isch&tbnid=APp19DEbayYuMM:&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-10768.html&docid=SYZExp5Mf83twM&imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/7/4/b/4/11954314431592312144religious_hands_hans-jue_01.svg.hi.png&w=390&h=593&ei=hBHKT8e1M8OM6QGA5-21Aw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=549&vpy=276&dur=1966&hovh=277&hovw=182&tx=105&ty=135&sig=108872131128952066485&page=1&tbnh=156&tbnw=103&start=0&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:15,s:0,i:103
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Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church  
 Sayner, Wisconsin 

Season of Pentecost 

                              17th Sunday After Pentecost 

Greeting & Announcements 

 

Invocation    (Please remain seated.) 

In the name of the Father, and of the ✞ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 

sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.     

Amen. 

 

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart, and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, urgently and fervently asking him, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 

grant us forgiveness. 

 

 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 

your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 

done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us 

by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

Amen. 

 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ✞ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy 

Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.      

Amen. 
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Gathering Song     When Morning Gilds The Skies”  ELW 853 vs. 1,4,5.  

 

                                                 (Please stand as you are comfortable) 
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Dialog for Pentecost 
"Be strong and full of courage: 

   for God is with you wherever you go." 

 

  The Spirit of God strengthens my hand: 

   you make us bolder in our work together. 
  

For in us all is the breath of life: 

                 you give true life to the people of God. 

  

Come, Holy Spirit, as the mighty wind: 

                as on the face of the waters at creation. 

 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 Hymn of Praise  
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Prayer of the Day 

 The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

Let us pray….. 

Lord God, you call us to work in your vineyard and you have no one 

standing idle. Set us to our task in the work of your kingdom, and help us to 

order our lives by your wisdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

            Amen                                       

                                                            (Please be seated) 

First Reading      Jonah 3:10--4:11 

10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil 

ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon 

them; and he did not do it. 

 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the 

LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? 

That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God 

and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from 

punishing. 3And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die 

than to live.” 4And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went 

out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat 

under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 

 6The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade 

over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the 

bush. 7But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the 

bush, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the 

sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He 

said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 

 9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, 

“Yes, angry enough to die.” 10Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, 

for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night 

and perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, 

in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know 

their right hand from their left, and also many animals?” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

               

                    Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 145:1-8 

 1I will exalt you, my God and king, 

  and bless your name forever and ever. 

 2Every day will I bless you 

  and praise your name forever and ever. 

 3Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! 

  There is no end to your greatness. 

 4One generation shall praise your works to another 

  and shall declare your power.  

 5I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 

  and all your marvelous works. 

 6They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 

  and I will recount your greatness. 

 7They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 

  they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 

 8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  

 

Second Reading   Philippians 1:21-30 

21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means 

fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the 

two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain in 

the flesh is more necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will 

remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may 

share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 

 27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I 

come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing 

firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and 

are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their 

destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously 

granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as 

well—30since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I 

still have. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

             

                     Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation       (Please stand as you are comfortable)

 

    The Holy Gospel According to…. 

            Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew 20:1-16 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 

early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for 

the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine 

o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go 

into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out 

again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he 

went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing 

here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You 

also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 

manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going 

to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual 

daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of 

them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled 

against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made 

them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he 

replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for 

the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the 

same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? 

Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be 

last.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

             Praise to you, O Christ.       

                                                               (Please be seated) 

Sermon                                
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Hymn of the Day    “Will You Let me Be Your Servant” ELW 659 vs. 1,3,5. 

 

                                                 (Please stand as you are comfortable) 
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Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  

Amen 

 

 

Prayers of the Church 

 

The Peace 
 

The Peace of the lord be with you always. 
          

           And also with you.      

 

                  (I invite you to share the peace as you, and your neighbor, are comfortable.) 

 

 

Offering             (We will receive our offering today in the traditional manner) 

For those of you worshipping with us at home -You can mail your donations to: 

Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church 

2903 State Hwy 155    PO Box 130   Sayner, WI  54560 

Or on the church website - www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org 

You can donate through our PayPal account. 

“Thank you for your continued support of our ministry together.” 
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As our offering is received and the Lord’s table is prepared, Please join in singing 

“Christ Be Our Light” ELW 715 vs. 1,2,5.
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Offertory Hymn              (Please stand as you are comfortable) 

 
 

Prayer  
Let us Pray:   

 

          Merciful Father, 

We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us -  

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 

Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy…. And join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Table Prayer 

 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you gave your 

only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life. We 

give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send 

now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 

as he comes to us in his holy supper.  

 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.   
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Words of Institution 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. 

 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

this cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. 

 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord Jesus, remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

 

 Invitation to the Table      

 All are welcome to the Lord's table here. Simply come forward as the ushers direct, receive the host, 

and then receive the wine by dipping the host into the chalice, or by individual glass. For those 

wishing an alternative to the wine, there is grape juice clearly marked and provided, in both the 

individual glasses and the small chamber of the chalice. Gluten free hosts are also provided by simply 

asking your server as you come forward.  

(Children and others not wishing to commune are invited to come forward and receive a blessing.) 
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Distribution               (Please come forward as the ushers direct) 

Lamb Of God 

 
Communion Songs
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Communion Blessing     (Please stand as you are comfortable) 

 

Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you gave your son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the 

godly life. Enable us to receive him always with Thanksgiving, and to conform our 

lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

 

Blessing 
 

Almighty God, Father, Son, ✞ and Holy Spirit, bless you all, now and forever.  

 

Amen. 
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Sending Hymn         “Rise Up, O Saints Of God” ELW 669 vs. 1,4,5.  
                                                (Please stand as you are comfortable) 
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 Dismissal 
 

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

   

        Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Please join us for coffee and fellowship after the service. 

Second Sunday of each month join us for brunch after the service. 
 

 

 

 

Calendar for Week of September 25 – October 1, 2023 

Wednesday September 27, 2023 Church School 3:45 p.m. 

Wednesday September 27, 2023 Worship Service 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday  September 28, 2023 Text Study 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday October1, 2023 Worship Service 9:00 a.m. 
 

Next Council Meeting: 

Today, September 24, 2023, 10:30 a.m. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

Check our calendar of events on the church website for 

times and dates of events and worship services. 

 

 

Website:  www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org 

FaceBook:  Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church – Sayner, WI 

Instagram: sotlsayner 

 

 

 


