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MINISTERS: THE PEOPLE OF THE PARISH U J'K
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William Wendorf, LLM 715-617-6477 .
Council: @M
President: Mike Pockat 715-892-4488 J_‘
Vice President: Jack Carlson 612-889-1250 TS
Tracey Ahlborn 612-716-6008
Karen Carter 715-542-4049
Jackie Jungemann
Jeanne Kroll 715-542-2797
Sharon Rice 715-479-9336
Bifl Sima 715-542-4375

Church Services are held on Sundays at 9:00 am.
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WELCOME GUESTS
We invite you to sign our guest book and/or complete a visitor card to help us remember you,
Please let us know if we can serve you in any way. Everyone is welcome to Holy Communion
at Shepherd of the Lakes. Come forward as ushers direct, receive the wafer in your hand and
move to the wine which is served in the chalice or individual portions as you prefer. We offer
grape juice as an alternative to wine. Gluten-free wafers are also available at your request
from communion servers when you partake.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Empowered by the power of the Holy Spirit and rooted in the Good News of Jesus Christ,
we are a loving community that follows Jesus & seeks to hear the Word of God
and practice it in our daily lives.

Recorded Services:
All Sunday services at Shepherd of the Lakes are recorded and put on You Tube.
Go to the Church website at
www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org

and look for the Qe symbol.
Click on this symbol to take you to the Church’s YouTube site.
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Readings for March 5, 2023:

1t Reading: Genesis 12:1 -4
Psalm: 121

2" Reading: Romans 4: 1-5, 13-17
Holy Gospel: John 3:1-17

The Devil Doesn’t Wear Tights

No one believes in the existence of the devil these days, do they? Do you? Perhaps we can
thank Hollywood and Halloween’s marketing blitz for our casual if not incredulous approach to
the devil’s existence. Pointy horns, pitch forks, red costumes, and box office ticket sales
continue to shape our culture’s collective consciousness of the devil. Though red tights and long
tails may be a frightening thought as you consider a costume for a Halloween party, they do
nothing to communicate the true terror of an honest-to-God encounter with the devil’s power.

This Lent we are called to expunge the fantastical images of the devil from our minds and think
seriously about the real presence of evil in our world. We know firsthand about the sin that
caused, causes, and will cause suffering to us, our loved ones, our neighbors, our global
communities, and creation itself. Sin is real; suffering is real; evil is real; indeed, the devil is
real. This oppressive, tangible reality is as real as the air we breathe—felt but not always seen.
Greed, envy, rage, hatred, war, discrimination, and apathy are just some of the ways the devil’s
forces wreak havoc upon us. These forces have one goal and one goal only: to turn us away
from the will of God.

Matthew’s gospel reorients us to the truth of the devil’s power, and calls us to name Satan’s
presence in the world. In the wilderness Jesus encounters an evil as real as its opposite,
resurrection. The great tempter seeks to undermine Jesus’ mission before he even begins;
testimony that evil has much to fear of our Jesus! Nonetheless, Jesus will not be dissuaded.
“Away with you, Satan!” proclaims the redeemer of the cosmos. Thus, the Lenten journey
begins—a journey that takes us to the cross, where the devil is named and crushed underfoot.

CHURCH SERVICES:

Regular Sunday morning services at 9:00 am. Masking is not required, but if you wish to wear a
mask, we have them available on the table in the entryway. All are welcome. The Sunday
service will be live-streamed and recorded and available for viewing on YouTube later in the

day.

Lenten worship service {March 1 ~ 29, 2023) following our Wednesday Soup Suppers (supper
at 5:15 p.m. and service at 6:00 p.m.) will be the Holden Evening Service. We will consider
“The Power of His Last Words”. We will “hear” from Zacharias, John, Martha, Samaritan
women at the well, Mary (Mother of Jesus), and Nikodemus.



FELLOWSHIP BRUNCH:

Please join us for coffee and fellowship each Sunday after worship. The second Sunday of
each month will be our regular fellowship brunch. Bring a dish to pass as you can.

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:

Sunday, March 19, 2023

FINANCIAL NOTES:

February 19, 2023
General Funds $2,755.00
Frederick House S 10.00
ALWM S 20.00
Endowment Fund S 220.00
Food Pantry S 72.00
Vilas County Humane Society S 20.00
Weekend Backpack Project S 20.00
Total $3117.00
BILL’S OFFICE HOURS:
Monday Off Friday 9am—-1pm
Tuesday As Needed Saturday | As Needed
Wednesday | 9am —12 noon,3-5pm | Sunday | Worship
Thursday 9am—-1pm ALWAYS ON CALL

Bill will be taking some time off — from Wednesday, March 1 — Tuesday March 5, 2023.

“THE TRUTH PROJECT":

Thirteen-week video class led by Jack Carlson. Class to be held on Monday evenings at 6 p.m.

BIBLE STUDY:

Bible study to be held on Tuesday evenings, beginning at 5 p.m.



FOOD PANTRY:

There are a lot of people in our area who depend upon the food pantry. Please pick up an extra
can or two as you shop and place in the brown basket in the coat room. Thank you!

NEW PEWS:

The new (to us) pews have been installed!!

% PRAYER REQUESTS &?

(Please note: “Current issue” listings remain in the bulletin for three weeks and then are
removed unless instructions are received to move that listing to the
“ongoing health issues” list.)

Pray for those dealing with current issues:

Pray for those with ongoing health issues:
Gus, Larry, Mary Lou, Brian, Lyn, Melody, and Fred, Phyllis.

Pray for those serving in the Armed Forces:
Brian, Adam & Brittany, Brooks, Will, Sgt. Keara, Alex, Jared, Noah, and Zachary.

Pray for those in nursing homes or homebound:
Elisabeth

Pray for those who have passed:

Pray for those dealing with current issues:

Please email Bill at pastor@SOTLsayner.com or text to 715-617-6477 or email Jean at
secretary@SOTLsayner.com or 715-542-4213 if you would like to be included on the prayer
chain list. Prayer requests are sent out via email.



Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church

Sayner, Wisconsin

Ash Wednesday
February 26, 2023

The Ash Wednesday Liturgy leads us into the penitential season of Lent —

a season marked by stripping away the non-essential and the unimportant,

by listening in quieiness to the groaning of all creation as it confronts its
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sinfillness, by reflecting on our own sinfulness and on Godk gift of forgiveness

which comes through his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

We begin the season with a penitential Psalm, an Act of Confession, and the silence of self-

examination and renewal. We come before God with contrite hearts. We are then marked
with the dust of ashes, and hear the words, "Remember that you are dust, and to dustyou

shall return.” In this act, we confess our need for God and God's forgiveness and breath of

new life in us,

OPEN IN SILENCE - PSALM 51

(Read Responsively, please remain seated)

'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
‘Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
*For I know my offenses,
and my sin is ever before me.

*Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;

s0 you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.

“Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my mother’s womb.
SIndeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
"Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
*Let me hear joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken may rejoice.
’Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my wickedness.
%Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.



Cast me not away from your presence,

and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
lZRestore to me the joy of your salvation

and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

“Let me teach your ways to offenders,
and sinners shall be restored to you.

“Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation,
and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness.

0 Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

'*For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it.
You are not pleased with burnt offering.

"The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit;
a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

Brothers and sisters: God created us to experience joy in communion with him, to
love all humanity, and to live in harmony with all of God's creation. But sinseparates us
from God, our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator
intended for us. Also, by our sin we grieve our God, who desires us to turn to him and
live. As disciples of the Lord Jesus we are called to struggle against everything that
leads usaway from love of God and neighbor. Repentance, fasting, prayerand works
of love - the discipline of Lent - help us to wage our spiritual warfare. I invite
you, therefore,to commit yourselves to this struggle and confess your sins, asking
our Father for strength to persevere inour Lenten discipline.

Silence for reflection and self-examination

CONFESSION

Most holy and merciful Father:

We confess to you and to one another, and to the whole communion of saints in heaven
and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and deed; by what
we have done, and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven.

Have mercy on us, Lord.



We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the mind of
Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit,

Have mercy on us, Lord.

We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness. The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our
lives,

we confess to you, Lord.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of others,

we confess to you, Lord.

Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves,

we confess to you, Lord.

Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishdnesty in daily life and work,
we confess to you, Lord.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that is in us,

we confess to you, Lord.

Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our blindness to human need and
suffering,

accept our repentance, Lord.

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our prejudice and
contempt toward those who differ from us,

accept our repentance, Lord.

For our waste of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us,
accept our repentance, Lord.

Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us.

Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. Amen



IMPOSITION OF ASHES

Those who desire, please come to the altar to receive ashes.

(Upon receiving ashes please be seated for silence and meditation)

Accomplishinus,0God,thework of yoursalvation,
That we may show forth your glory in the world.

Bythecross and Passion of your Son, our Lord,
Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Clrist, does not desire the death of sinners,
but rather that they may turn from their wickedness and live. Therefore, we implore Him to
grant us true repentance and His Holy Spirit, that those things may please Him which we

do this day, that the rest of our life may be pure and holy, and that at the last we may come
to His eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

Welcome And Announcements

PRAYER OF THE DAY (Please stand as you comfortable)
The Lord be with you....
And also with you.
Gracious God,
out of your love and mercy you breathed inte dust the breath of life, creating
us to serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness,
and strengthen us to face our mortality with confidence in the mercy of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



OPENING HYMN

“Lord Jesus, Think On Me” ELW 599 vs. 1,3,4.

Lord Jesus, Think on Me
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Text: Syneslug of Cyrene, 375-430; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 18081896, alt.
Music: SOUTHWELL, W, Daman, The Psalmes of Dauid, 1579, alt,

The Word

First Reading Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

'Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain!

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near —

%a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness spread upon
the mountains a great and powerful army comes; their like has never been from of old,

nor will be again after them in ages to come.

2Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping,
and with mourning;

Brend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and -
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing.
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14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain
offering and a drink offering for the LORD, your God?

PBlow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly;

Saather the people. Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children,
even infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy.
‘"Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep.

Let them say, "Spare your people, O LORD, and do not make your heritage a mockery,

a byword among the nations. Why should it be said among the peoples,

'"Where is their God?"

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

2bWWe entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. >'For our sake he made him to
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

¢1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain.

2For he says,
“At an acceptable time I have listened to you,
and on a day of salvation [ have helped you.”

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! *We are putting no
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, *but as servants
of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions,
hardships, calamities, *beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by
purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, "truthful speech, and
the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; ®in
honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are
true; *as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished,
and yet not killed; '%as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as
having nothing, and yet possessing everything.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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The Reading of the Gospels (Please stand as you comfortable)
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by
them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.

*So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have
received their reward. *But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is
doing, #so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

*“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have
received their reward. *But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

16¢And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so
as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. "But when you
fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, '®so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by
your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

1%“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where
thieves break in and steal; 2°but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. *'For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.”

Matthew 4:1-11

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. *He fasted forty days and
forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. *The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son
of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” “But he answered, “It is written,
‘One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.””
Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, *saying to
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written,
‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”
"Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world
and their splendor; *and he said to him, “All these [ will give you, if you will fall down and worship
me.” %Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.””
HThen the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him,

LI

The Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(Please be Seated)

MESSAGE
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HYMN OF THE DAY

QOur Father, We Have Wandered

“Our Father, We Have Wandered” FELW 606
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Text: IKevin Nichols, 19292006
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Music: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, Hans Leo Hassler, 1564—1612; arr, Johann Sebastian Bach, 1683-1750
Text from Resource Collection of Hvinns aitd Service Musie far the Liturgy, © 1981 Internaticnal Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.

Duplication in any form prohibited without pernission or valid license from copyright adminisirator,
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Nicene Creed

We

believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

We

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is scated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins,
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen,

Prayers of the church.

13



The Lord’s table is prepared in silence while our offering is received.

Prayer (Please stand as you are comfortable)
God of grace,
righteous judge of all people, we thank you that in love you sent
Jesus Christ into the world not to condemn, but to save. May your
mercy cause us to respond to you in loving commitment, that we may
discover the true life you offer us.
Amen

HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord be with you.... And also with you.

Eucharistic Prayer

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish,

but have eternal life.

We give thanks to you
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith

as he comes to us in his holy supper.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

14



Words Of Institution

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the giory, forever and ever.

Amen

Invitation

(Please be seated)

Distribution

15



Communion Hymn  “Seftly And Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” ELW 608
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Text: Will L. Thompson, §1847-1909
Music: THOMPESON, Will L. Thompson
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“Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus” ELW 802 vs. 1,2,3.

Text: Stgismund von Birken, 1626—1681; w. Lutheran Book of Worship, allL.
Music: LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN, Georg G, Boltze, 18th cent.
Text @ 1978 Lutheraii Book of Worsiup, admin,. Augsburg Fortress,

Duplicalion in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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in  your pres-ence con-stant - ly, Iiv - ing there with you for - ev - ern
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Faith-ful lLord, with me a - bide; I shall fol - low where you guide.
Je - sus, here 1 share your woe; help me there your joy to  know.
Je - sus, here with you I die, there to live with wyou on high.
Je - sus, let me f.:uth ful be, life e - ter -~ nal grant (o me.
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“Jesus Keep Me Near The Cross” ELW 335 vs. 1-3

~ Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
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L Je - sus, keep me near the cross, there’s a pre -cious foun - tain;

2 Near the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - cy found me;

3 Near the cross! O Tamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;

4 Near the cross T'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev. - er,
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heal - ing
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stream flows from Cal - v'ry’s moun - tain.

there the bright and morn -ing star sheds its beams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with  its shad - ow ©o’er e,
till I reach the gold -en strand just be -vyond the riv - ern
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In the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er
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till my ran - somed soul shall find rest be-yond the riv - er.
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Text: Fanny I, Crosby, 18201915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

(Please stand as you are comfortable)
Almighty God,
you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly life.
Enable us to receive Him always with thanksgiving,

and to conform our lives to His; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

BENEDICTION
Almighty God, Father, <+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen
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CLOSING HYMN

Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer

“Guide Me Ever Great Redeemer”” ELW 618
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1 Guide me ev - er great Re - deem - er, pil - grim through this
2 O - pen now the corys - tal foun - tain  where the heal - ing
3 When I tread the verge of Jor - dan, bid my anx - ious
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bar - ren land. I am weak, but you are m]ght -y: hold me
wa - ters flow; let the fire and cloud -y pil - lar lead me
fears sub - side; death of death and hell’s de - struc - tion, land me
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with your pow’r-ful hand. Bread of heav - en, bread

of heav - en,

all my  jour - ney through. Strong de - liv - 'ter, strong de - liv - ’rer,
safe on Ca - naan’s side.  Songs and prais - es, songs and prais - es
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feed me now and ev - er-more, ev - er-more, feed me now and
shield me with your might-y arm, might-y arm, shield me with your might-y

eV - er-morc.

armi.

I

Text: William Williams, 1 717-1791: ir. William Williams and Peter Williams, 17221796, all.
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 18731932
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1 will raise for - ev - er-more, ev - er-more, will rame for - ev - er-more.
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DISMISSAL

Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks to be God!

Please join us for coffee and fellowship after the service.

Second Sunday of each month join us for brunch after the service.

Calendar for Week of February 27 — March 5, 2023

Monday February 27, 2023 “The Truth Project” 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday February 28, 2023 Bibfe Study 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday March 1, 2023 Church School 3:45 p.m.
Wednesday March 1, 2023 Soup Supper 5:15 p.m.
Wednesday March 1, 2023 Lenten Service 6:00 p.m.
Thursday February 23, 2023 Text Study 9:00 a.m.
Sunday February 26, 2023 Worship Service 9:00 a.m.

Next Council Meeting:

Today, March 19, 2023 at 10:30 a.m.

Upcoming Events:

Newsletter Articles due by Thursday, March 16th

Check our calendar of events on the church website for times and dates

of additional events and worship services.

Website: www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org

FaceBook: Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church — Sayner, WI
*EENEW***  |nstagram: sotlsayner
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