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Jeanne Kroll 715-542-2797
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Church Services are held on Sundays at 9:00 am.
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WELCOME GUESTS
We invite you to sign our guest book and/or complete a visitor card to help us remember you.
Please let us know if we can serve you in any way. Everyone is welcome to Holy Communion
at Shepherd of the Lakes. Come forward as ushers direct, receive the wafer in your hand and
move to the wine which is served in the chalice or individual portions as you prefer. We offer
grape juice as an alternative to wine. Gluten-free wafers are also available at your request from
communion servers when you partake.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Empowered by the power of the Holy Spirit and rooted in the Good News of Jesus Christ,
we are a loving community that follows Jesus & seeks to hear the Word of God
and practice it in our daily lives.

Recorded Services:
All Sunday services at Shepherd of the Lakes are recorded and put on You Tube. Go to the
Church website at
www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org

and look for the B"¥# sympol.
Click on this symbol to take you to the Church’s YouTube site.




Readings for January 9, 2022:

First Reading  Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm Psalm 72:1-7,
10-14
Second Reading Ephesians 3:1-12
Holy Gospel =~ Matthew 2:1-12

A Light in Our Darkness

The longest night of the year has passed, but while the light is increasing, it remains so
incremental it appears as though the darkness outside is triumphing. By the third day of
January, the hangovers have arrived. Not just the self-inflicted suffering of many on
New Year’s Eve, but also the financial hangovers of the irrational exuberance of
Christmas. Only a few more days and the darkness of January bills will be casting a pall
over many homes. Add to all this the darkness of illness and injury, sorrow and loss, and
even in this season there is plenty of pain and anxiety to go around.

Still, the promise of hope comes to us this day, not in the form of an infant as on
Christmas Eve but in the form of light. We celebrate the pure radiant light that cuts
through the darkness of this world and shines into shadow-filled lives. It is the light that
shines through the love broken and poured in bread and wine. It is the light of the holy
presence of Christ in times of confusion and despair. It is the light of grace and truth
shining into lives young and old, rich and poor, broken and whole.

It is the light of Christ that sends people like John the Baptist into this world, people who
dedicate their lives to pointing others toward Jesus. Some days we are privileged to play
this role for others, reminding them of Jesus. Other days we need John the Baptist to tell
us the story one more time. We need people like John to point our eyes toward the light,
undiminished by time, so that we can see clearly the promise of Jesus in our lives, our
communities and our world.

CHURCH SERVICES:

Regular Sunday morning services at 9:00 am. Saturdays 5:30 pm May 29 — August 28, 2021.
If you wish to wear a mask, we have them available on the table in the entryway. All are
welcome. The Sunday service will be live-streamed and recorded and available for viewing on
YouTube later in the day.

FELLOWSHIP BRUNCH:

The second Sunday of each month will be our regular fellowship brunch. Bring a dish to pass
as you can.

CHILDRENS CORNER:

Church School is open. All children from the community (ages 4 to grade 6) are
welcome. Come and see: Bible stories, activities, crafts, and songs are ready for you.
Come and see!




COVID 19 DELTA VARIANT CONCERNS:

Please know that we take this issue very seriously. We do not have any plans to close our
church. We have increased our cleaning and sanitizing of the church, but we depend upon you
to also help keep us safe. 1f you do not feel well, please do not attend church in person, but
instead worship online. Keep in mind social distancing, masking, and hand sanitizing. We will
work through this new variant as carefully as we did the first outbreak with the Lord’s help.
The executive board and council have had Covid plans in effect since last year. We are
constantly refining those with the latest developments, and will be publishing them via email
and the next newsletter at the request of individuals. We have been in contact with the Vilas
County Health Department and have been receiving updates regularly for the past 18 months.
If you are diagnosed with Covid and have been active at church, please contact either Bill
Wendorf or Bill Sima so that they may contact others who may have been exposed. This will
and has been done very discretely.

% PRAYER REQUESTS %

(Please note: “Current issue” listings remain in the bulletin for three weeks and then are
removed unless instructions are received to move that listing to the
“ongoing health issues” list.)

Pray for those dealing with current issues:

Pray for those with ongoing health issues:
Larry, Shelle, Cassie, Henry, and Melody

Pray for those serving in the Armed Forces:
Brian, Adam & Brittany, Brooks, Will, Sgt. Keara, Alex, Jared, Noah, and Zachary

Pray for those in nursing homes or homebound:
Elisabeth

Pray for those who have passed:
The family of Mel Harvey

Please email Bill at pastor@SOTLsayner.com or text to 715-617-6477 or email Jean at
secretary@SOTLsayner.com or text to 715-542-3344 if you would like to be included on the
prayer chain list. Prayer requests are sent out via email.




Second Sunday After Christmas

January 2, 2021
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Greeting & Announcements:

INVOCATION (PLEASE REMAIN SEATED)

In the name of the Father, and of the & Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of = Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may
live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.




Gathering Song

“O come, All Ye Faithful” ELW 283 vrs.

(Please stand as you are comfortable)

O Come, All Ye Faithful

1,3,4.
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy - ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex - ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap - py morn - ing;
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Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711—1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802—1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade
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Christmas Litany Luke 1: 68-79 (The Song of Zechariah, read responsively)

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.

He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David,
as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,

Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors,
and has remembered his holy covenant,

The oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us "*that we, being
rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness

and righteousness before him all our days.

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,

To give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins.
By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us,

To give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace."

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us Pray;

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your
grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(Please be seated)




First Lesson Jeremiah 31:7-14

"Thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the
nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel.”

8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest
parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor,
together; a great company, they shall return here.

YWith weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let them
walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have become a
father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.

'"Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, “He
who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”

"For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the
goodness of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and

the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again.

3Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be
merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for
SOITOW.

14T will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 147:12-20

12Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,
Bwho has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.
1YGod has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.
5God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly.
16God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.
7God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?
3The LORD sends forth the word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.
“God declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel.
20The LORD has not done so to any other nation;

they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!
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Second Lesson Ephesians 1:3-14

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, *just as he chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. *He destined us for
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, %to the
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. "In him we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace 3that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight *he has made known to us the
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, '%as a plan for the
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. ''In Christ
we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him
who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, '?so that we, who were the first
to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. *In him you also, when you had
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; '“this is the pledge of our inheritance toward
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



The Holy Gospel (Please stand as you are comfortable)
The Holy Gospel according to.......

Glory to you O Lord.
John 1:[1-9] 10-18

['In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was
in the beginning with God. *All things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being %in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. °The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

%There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him. *He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light. °The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.]

'He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. '"He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. *But to all
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, *who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

'“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. ’(John testified to him and cried out, “This was
he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” )
1From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. '"The law indeed was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. '®No one has ever seen God. It is God the
only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you O Christ.

(Please be seated)

Sermon



Hymn of the

Day

“What Child is This” ELW 296

(Please stand as you are comfortable)

What Child Is This
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1 What laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is  sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es - tate where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep -ing?

Good Chris-tian, fear; is plead -ing.

The King of kings sal - va-tion brings; let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this is  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an-gels sing;

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898

Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.
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Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the wvir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the church

Sharing of the Peace “Please share the Peace from where you are seated”
(Please be seated afier the peace)

Offering

The offering plates will once again be placed at each entry to the narthex.

Due to the resurgence of Covid 19 we will not be passing the plates in the sanctuary.

For those of you worshipping with us at home —
You can mail your donations to:
Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church
2903 State Hwy 155
Sayner, WI 54560
Or on the church website www.shepherdofihelakeschurch.org
You can donate through our PayPal account.
“Thank you for your continued support of our ministry together.”
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As The Lord’s Table is Prepared, Please Join in Singing:

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (ELW 270)
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1 Hark! The her - ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new -born king;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last-ing Lord,
3 Hail the heav’n - born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ-teous-ness!
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.

Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn 1809—-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915

12




Prayer
Good and loving God,
we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the
riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts,
let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven,
we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

HOly Communion (Please stand as you are comfortable)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

Distribution

Everyone is welcome to the Lord’s Communion Table at Shepherd of the Lakes.
Please come forward as the ushers direct, receive the bread in your hand
and then receive the wine in individual glasses.
The red liquid is wine, the clear liquid is grape juice.
We also have gluten free wafers for those in need,
simply ask for them when you come forward.
Small children and others that wish not to commune may come forward for a blessing.
ALL ARE WELCOME TO THE LORD’S TABLE.

(Please be seated)
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Communion Hymns:

“What Feast of Love” ELW 487

What Feast of Love
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1 What feastof love is of - fered here, what ban-quetcome from heav - en?
2 What lightof truth is of - fered here, what cov - € - nant from heav - en?
3 What wineof love is of-fered here, what crim-son drink from heav - en?
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What food of ev - er - last-ing life, what gra - cious gift is giv - en?
What hope of ev - er - last-ing life, what won-drous word is giv - en?
What stream of ev - er - last-ing life, what pre - cious blood is giv - en?
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This, this is Christ the king, the bread come down from heav - en.
This, this is Christ the king, the sun come down from heav - en.
This, this is Christ the king, the sweet-est wine of heav - en.
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is giv - en!
Oh, tastt and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939

Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner OSB. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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“Christ Be Our Light” ELW 715, wvrs. 1,2,3.
Christ, Be Our Light

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957
Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell.Published by OCP Publications. 5536 NE Hassalo. Portland. OR 97213.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Communion Blessing (Please stand as you are comfortable)

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and these gifts of his body and blood
strengthen and keep you, now and forever.

Amen

Communion Prayer
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of
this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent

love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Benediction
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Sending Song “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” ELW 288,

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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I Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice
2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice
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give ye heed to  what we say: Je - sus Christ s born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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OX and ass be - fore him bow, and he 1s 1in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er- more.
Calls you one and calls you all to gain the ev__-_er - last-ing hall.
. | ”2 & m -
=% = =" >
t 74 T D > >—® * | d T
% I Y ! I r [ % [ 14
2 ! Ji ! 55— N—F i
| fam N j- = 4 i» 5
E f 3 ‘?‘ 1#‘ SR
Christ is born day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born for th]s' Christ was born for this!
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!
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Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.; arr. Robert L.. Pearsall, 1795—-1856
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Sending

Go in the Love, Light, and Life of the newborn Christ, Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Upcoming Events not yet scheduled but in the planning stages:

Chili Supper to benefit the Humane Society of Vilas County
Spring Trivia Contest

Check our calendar of events on the church website for
times and dates of events and worship services.

Website: www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org
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