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ASHWEDNESDAY

The Ash Wednesday Liturgy leads us into the penitential season of Lent - a
season marked by stripping away the non-essential and the unimportant, by
listening in quietness to the groaning of all creation as it confronts its
sinfulness, by reflecting on our own sinfulness and on God's gift of forgiveness

which comes through his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. W
Webegin the season with a penitential Psalm, an Act of Confession, and the _—
silence of self-examination and renewal. We come before God with contrite

hearts. We are then marked with the dust of ashes, and hear the words, st
"Remember thatyou are dust, and to dust you shall return." In this act, we

confess our need for God and God's forgiveness and breath of new life in us. S~—

OPEN IN SILENCE - PSALM 51 ( Please stand when the minister enters the sanctuary)

'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant
mercy blot out my transgressions.
?Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.

3For | know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
“Against you, you alone, have | sinned, and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.

>Indeed, | was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me.
®You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.

’Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean; wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow.
8Let me hear joy and gladness, let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.

Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
%Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.

Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me.
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.

B3Then | will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.
“Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will
sing aloud of your deliverance.



>0 LORD, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.
'®For you have no delight in sacrifice; if | were to give a burnt offering, you would
not be pleased.

YThe sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God,

you will not despise.
Glorytothe Father, andtothe Son,andtothe Holy Spirit; asitwas in
the beginning,s now, and will beforever. Amen

(Please be seated)
Brothers and sisters: God created us to experience joy in communion with him, to love
all humanity, and to live in harmony with all of God's creation. But sinseparates us from
God, our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator intended for
us. Also, by our sin we grieve our God, who desires usto turn to him and live. As disciples
of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything that leads usawayfrom
love of God and neighbor. Repentance, fasting, prayerand works of love - the
discipline of Lent-help us to wage our spiritual warfare. l invite you, therefore,to
commit yourselves to this struggle and confess your sins, asking our Fatherfor
strength to persevere inour Lentendiscipline.

Silence for reflection and self-examination
Most holy and merciful God:

We confess toyou and to one another, andto the whole communion of
saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned in thought, word,
and deed; by whatwe have done, and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart,and mind,and strength.

We have not loved our neighbors as ourseles. We have notforgiven
others, as we have beenforgiven.Have mercy on us, O Lord.

We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us.

We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy
Spirit. Have mercy onus,OLord.



We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness.

We confessour pride, hypocrisy,andimpatiencein ourlives; our self-
indulgent ways, and our exploitation of other people; our anger at our
own frustration, andourenvyofthose morefortunatethan ourselves.
We confess our love of worldlygoodsand comforts. Weconfessour

negligenceinprayerandworship, and our failure to commend the faith
that is inus.

Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our blindness to human
need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty.

Accept our repentance, Lord, for all false judgments, for uncharitable
thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt
toward those who differ from us. Accept our repentance, Lord, for our

waste and pollution of your creation,and our bck of concern for those who
come after us.

Restore us,good Lord; letyour anger depart from us.

Hear us, Lord, for your mercy 5 great. Amen

IMPOSITION OF ASHES

Those who desire, please come to the altar to receive ashes.
Following the imposition of ashes. (Silence & meditation.)

Accomplishinus,0God, theworkofyoursalvation,
That we may show forth your glory in the world.

Bythecrossand PassionofyourSon, ourLord,
Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of
sinners, but rather that they may turn from their wickedness and live. Therefore we
implore him to grant us true repentance and his Holy Spirit, that those things may
please him which we do this day, that the rest of our lfe may be pure and holy, and

that at the last we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen



OPENING HYMN - ELW #319vs. 1, 3, & 4.

O Lord, throughout These Forty Days

(Please stand)
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1 O Lord, through-out these for-ty days you prayed and kept the fast;
2 You strove with Sa - tan, and you won; your faith - ful - ness en - dured;
3 Though parched and hun - gry, yet you prayed and fixed your mind a - bove;
4 Be with  us through this sea-son, Lord, and all our earth-ly days,

so teach us
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lend us your nerve, your skill and trust in God’s e - ter - nal word.

to de - ny our-selves that we may know God’s love.

that when the fi - nal Eas-ter dawns,we join in heav-en’s praise.
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The Lord be with you.... And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (All)

Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life,
creating us to serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of
kindness, and strengthen us to face our mortality with confidence in the mercy of

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

READING OF THE WORD  (Please be seated)



First Reading
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

'Blow the trumpet in Zion; the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the
land tremble, for the day of the LorD is coming, it is near—

?a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness spread
upon the mountains a great and powerful army comes; their like has never been from of old,
nor will be again after them in ages to come.

12yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping,
and with mourning;

Brend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious
and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing.

“Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain
offering and a drink offering for the Lorp, your God?

>Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly;

'egather the people. Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even
infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy.

17Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LorD, weep. Let
them say, “Spare your people, O Lorbp, and do not make your heritage a mockery, a byword
among the nations. Why should it be said among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’”

Second Reading
2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10

2%\We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 2!For our sake he made him to be
sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

*1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain.
2For he says,

“At an acceptable time | have listened to you,and on a day of salvation | have helped you.”
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! *We are putting no obstacle
in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, “but as servants of God we
have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships,
calamities, *beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; ®by purity,
knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, “truthful speech, and the
power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor
and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; °as
unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not
killed; '%as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing,
and yet possessing everything.
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Gospel (Please stand for the reading of the Gospel)
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be
seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.

*“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in
the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly | tell you, they
have received their reward. *But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what
your right hand is doing, *so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees
in secret will reward you.

>“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in
the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly | tell you,
they have received their reward. ®But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door
and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

e“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their
faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly | tell you, they have received their
reward. *’But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 8so that your fasting
may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will reward you.

%“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and
where thieves break in and steal; *°but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 2'For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE (Please be seated)



HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord Jesus, Think on Me” ELW #599 vs. 1, 3, & 4.

(please remain seated)

Lord Jesus, Think on Me
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1 Lord Je - sus, think on  me, and purge a - way my sim

2 Lord Je - sus, think on  me, by  anx - ious thoughts op - pressed;
3 Lord Je - sus, think on  me, nor let me go a - stray;
4 Lord Je - sus, th-i{lk on me, that, when the flood s past,
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from  self -ish pas-sions set me free and make me pure with -in.
let me your lov-ing ser - vant be and taste your prom-ised rest.
through dark-ness and per - plex - i - ty point out your cho - sen way.
I may the e-ter - nal bright-ness see and share your joy at last.
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Text: Synesius of Cyrene, 375-430; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808-1896, alt.
Music: SOUTHWELL, W. Daman, The Psalmes of Dauid, 1579, alt.

PRAYERS

Offe ring “Due to these extraordinary times, our offering is no longer received in the traditional manner. For those of

you worshipping in church, as you enter or leave the sanctuary, you will find an offering plate located at each entrance. If
you wish, you may place your offering there.”

For those of you worshipping with us at home -
You can mail your donations to:
Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church
2903 State Hwy 155
Sayner, WI 54560
Or on the church website www.shepherdofthelakeschurch.org
You can donate through our PayPal account.
“Thank you for your continued support of our ministry together.”
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“The Lord’s Table is set in silence”

Prayer (Please stand as you are comfortable)
God of grace, righteous judge of all people, we thank you that in love you sent
Jesus Christ into the world not to condemn, but to save. May your mercy
cause us to respond to you in loving commitment, that we may discover the
true life you offer us. Amen

HOLY COMMUNDN

The Lord be with you....
And also with you.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing
the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the

wilderness to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the
death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.



With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life as
we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these
gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of

Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with peace,
and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now
and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen. (Please be seated)

Invitation

Everyone is welcome to the Lord’s Table at Shepherd of the Lakes. Please come forward as the ushers direct,
receive the bread in your hand and then receive the wine in individual glasses, or by dipping the host into
the wine (chalice). Grape juice is also available as an option to the wine. We also have gluten free wafers for

those in need, simply ask for them when you come forward. Small children and others that wish not to
commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.

ALL ARE WELCOME TO THE LORD’S TABLE.
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Distribution

Distribution Hymn ELW #592
(see next page)

Just As I Am, without One Plea
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1 Just as I am, with - out one plea, but that thy blood was
2 Just as I am, though tossed a-bout with man - ya con - flict,
3 Just as 1 am, thou wilt re -ceive, wilt wel - come, par - don,
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O Lord, Hear My Prayer
The Lord Is My Song
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O  Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when 1 call, an - swer me.
or The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: all my hope comes from God.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:come and lis - ten
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: God, the well-spring of life.

to me.

TABLE BLESSING

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. (All)

(Please Stand as you are comfortable)
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Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of
baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-
indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
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CLOSING HYMN

“I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”

ELW #325

I Want Jesus to Walk with Me

Text: African American spiritual
Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual; arr. hymnal version
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God!
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1 I want Je - sus o walk with me;
2 In my i - als, Lord, walk with me;  walk with
3 When I'm in trou ble, Lord, walk with me;
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all a - long my pil - grim jour - ney,
me; when my heart is al - most break - ing,
when my head is bowed in SOr - TOW,
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Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me. walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
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